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IN  THREE  BASIC  SIZES? 
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Growing  up  on  a  prairie  farm,  the 
only  weasel  that  I  knew  was  the 
Short-tailed  Weasel.  Its  distinctive 
tracks  in  the  snow  gave  away  its 
presence,  alerting  many  a  farm  boy 
to  the  prospect  of  making  a  bit  of 
money.  I  do  not  believe  that  this 
made  the  weasel  population  very 
happy,  but  the  weasels  were  not  ex¬ 
actly  angels  either.  One  of  their  main 
activities  was  raiding  the  chicken 
pen,  much  to  the  dismay  of  the 
owner. 

The  tracks  looked  like  weasel 
tracks,  but  a  five-inch  long  weasel?  I 
had  never  encountered  one  so 
small.  This  was  a  few  years  later  in 
the  area  north  of  the  Waterhen 
River.  But  when  I  finally  saw  one,  I 
became  a  believer.  It  looked  just  like 
its  prairie  cousin,  but  about  one-third 
the  size  —  so  tiny  that  I  wondered 
how  it  could  survive. 

It  was  a  Least  Weasel,  sometimes 
called  a  bush  weasel.  After  checking 
me  out  for  a  few  seconds  it  carried 
on  with  the  hunt,  a  small,  white, 
ghostly  form  with  bright  eyes  and  a 
black  tip  on  its  tail.  Working  around 
the  base  of  willow  clumps,  it  was  no 
doubt  hunting  for  mice,  voles  and 
shrews,  and  would  likely  settle  for 
grubs  and  beetles  as  well.  Going  by 
the  amount  of  energy  it  was  expend¬ 
ing,  it  would  take  a  lot  of  food  to  exist 
in  the  extreme  cold  of  winter. 

Meeting  a  full  grown  weasel  close 
up,  face  to  face,  would  probably  not 
suit  everybody.  I  recall  such  a  hap¬ 
pening  during  a  weekend  trek  in  the 
Alberta  foothills.  We  were  camped 


for  the  night  in  a  vacant  log  cabin 
used  by  range  cowboys  at  roundup 
time.  The  cabin  was  beside  a  small 
creek  at  the  foot  of  Mt.  Rae.  Songs 
of  birds,  occasional  whistles  of 
ground  squirrels  and  the  gentle  mur¬ 
mur  of  the  stream  were  the  only 
sounds  heard,  a  far  cry  from  city  life. 

For  excitement  we  had  a  visitor  — 
a  very  curious  weasel  —  during  our 
evening  meal.  It  came  to  the  door, 
placed  its  forefeet  on  the  sill  and 
looked  us  over  with  what  appeared 
to  be  great  interest.  It  was  much 
larger  than  any  prairie  weasel  that  I 
had  ever  seen,  being  at  least  18 
inches  in  overall  length.  I  discovered 
later  that  it  was  likely  a  Long-tailed 
Weasel.  One  marked  difference  was 
the  feet,  which  were  brown.  The 
Short-tailed  Weasel’s  are  white.  And 
its  tail  was  longer  and  bushier.  As  it 
stood  there,  its  shiny  brown  coat,  the 
strong  looking  face  and  sturdy 
stance  did  not  escape  the  incredu¬ 
lous  gaze  of  my  family.  Finally  be¬ 
coming  tired  of  looking  at  us,  it  took 
off  in  its  never  ending  search  for 
food.  I  must  say  that  it  was  a  most 
interesting  example  of  wildlife.  Even 
my  discourse  on  its  lifestyle  failed  to 
dampen  my  family’s  unbridled  admi¬ 
ration. 

One  could  say  that  weasels  come 
in  three  sizes,  small,  medium  and 
large.  Each  the  best  for  its  particular 
habitat,  each  the  product  of  the 
balance  of  nature. 

-  Donald  Dobie,  3036  Mallard  Street, 
RR#3,  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 
V8X  3X1 
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PIKE  LAKE  BUTTERFLY  CENSUS 
1986-1992 


KEN  PIVNICK,  209  -  7th  Street  East,  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan.  S7H  0W9 


The  Xerces  Society,  an  interna¬ 
tional,  U.S. -based  organization  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  conservation  of  inverte¬ 
brate  species,  initiated  the  annual 
Fourth  of  July  North  American  But¬ 
terfly  Count  in  1975,  patterning  it 
after  the  highly  successful  North 
American  Christmas  Bird  Count.  The 
goals  were  to  stimulate  more  public 
awareness  and  interest  in  insects 
and  the  effects  of  human-induced 
habitat  change  on  them,  as  well  as 
to  collect  data  on  major  population 
trends  of  individual  species.  (The 
success  of  this  last  goal  has  been 
evaluated  recently.5)  I  initiated  a  but¬ 
terfly  count  at  Pike  Lake  near  Saska¬ 
toon  in  1986.  In  1990,  Ron  Hooper 
initiated  a  second  one  for  the  Prairie 
Provinces  in  Fort  Qu’Appelle.  By 
1991,  145  butterfly  counts  were  re¬ 
ported  in  Canada  and  the  U.S.6 

In  1986,  I  designated  the  central 
point  of  the  15-mile-diameter  (24- 
km)  circle  of  the  Pike  Lake  count  on 
the  “T”  junction  at  the  north  end  of 
Pike  Lake.  I  have  reported  a  count 
each  year  since,  except  in  1987  and 
1991  when  the  weather  was  not  con¬ 
ducive  to  butterfly  counting  (in  1987, 
I  tried  a  second  time  with  equally 
poor  weather  cooperation).  Each 
year,  I  have  had  two  to  seven  people 
assist  me,  making  the  count  all  the 


more  productive.  In  this  article  I  pre¬ 
sent  the  results  of  these  counts  to 
stimulate  further  interest  in  butterflies 
on  the  Prairies  (Table  1). 

The  common  names  used  here 
are  from  the  Butterflies  of  Manitoba,3 
or  The  Common  Names  of  North 
American  Butterflies 4  where  they  are 
not  listed  in  the  first  book.  Correc¬ 
tions  have  been  made  to  the  species 
lists  originally  reported  in  the  annual 
count  reports  published  by  the 
Xerces  Society.* 

Although  called  “Fourth  of  July” 
counts,  they  actually  take  place  be¬ 
tween  June  13  and  July  26.  The  Pike 
Lake  count  has  shifted  from  late  July 
in  1986  and  1988,  to  early  July  from 
1989  on,  for  reasons  beyond  my 
control.  However,  I  intend  to  keep 
the  present  approximate  period  for 
comparability  of  data.  There  are 
some  striking  shifts  in  species  pres¬ 
ence  as  a  result  of  the  date  shift. 
Most  notably,  Alfalfa  Butterfly, 
Bronze  Copper,  Aphrodite  Fritillary, 
and  Common  Wood  Nymph  were 
counted  primarily  in  1986-1988,  as 
they  are  more  commonly  present  in 
late  than  early  July.  Other  butterflies, 
including  Western  Tailed  Blue,  White 
Admiral,  Northwestern  Fritillary, 
Ringlet,  Long  Dash,  and  Silver- 


*My  original  identification  errors  were  detected  based  on  more  experience,  and  on  con¬ 
sultation  with  Ron  Hooper  of  the  Royal  Saskatchewan  Museum,  Regina.  In  1986  and 
1988,  we  counted  Northern  Pearl  Crescents,  not  “Pearl  Crescents’  as  originally  re¬ 
ported.  In  1989,  two  “Northern  Pearl  Crescents”  were  actually  Tawny  Crescents.  In 
1986  and  1988,  I  recorded  “Checkered  Whites”;  these  were  actually  Western  Ched 
ered  Whites,  formerly  considered  separate  subspecies,  now  consider  — 
species.2,3  One  “Spring  Azure”  in  1989  was  actually  a  Silvery  Blue;  ail  “Tawny-ed^ec 
Skippers”  in  1989  were  actually  Garita  Skippers. 
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Table  1.  BUTTERFLIES  COUNTED  IN  PIKE  LAKE  CENSUS  1986-1992. 

Butterfly  species 

Numbers  collected 

July  27 
1986 

July  23 
1988 

July  9 
1989 

July  8 
1990 

July  4 
1992 

True  skippers 

Silver-spotted  Skipper 

0 

0 

1 

3 

7 

Dreamy  Dusky  Wing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Common  Checkered  Skipper 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Garita  Skipper 

0 

0 

6 

2 

15 

Long  Dash 

0 

0 

3 

4 

6 

Peck’s  Skipper 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Swallowtails 

Tiger  Swallowtail 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Whites  and  sulphurs 

Cabbage  White 

12 

7 

1 

2 

4 

Western  Checkered  White 

32 

21 

o 

16 

21 

Common  Sulphur 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Queen  Alexandra's  Sulphur 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Alfalfa  Butterfly 

34 

66 

0 

0 

0 

Coppers,  hairstreaks  and  blues 

Bronze  Copper 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Coral  Hairstreak 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Acadian  Hairstreak 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Spring  Azure 

1 

0 

16 

1 

3 

Melissa  Blue 

0 

42 

0 

10 

1 

Western  Tailed  Blue 

0 

o 

3 

14 

3 

Greenish  Blue 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Silvery  Blue 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Brushfooted  butterflies 

Great  Spangled  Fritillary 

49 

11 

3 

10 

1 

Aphrodite  Fritillary 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Mormonia  Fritillary 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Northwestern  Fritillary 

0 

0 

2 

6 

6 

Silver-bordered  Fritillary 

3 

0 

10 

15 

0 

Gorgone  Checkerspot 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Northern  Pearl  Crescent 

31 

9 

26 

36 

40 

Pearl  Crescent 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Tawny  Crescent 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Red  Admiral 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Painted  Lady 

0 

1 

0 

1 

11 

Milbert’s  Tortoise  Shell 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Satyr  Anglewing 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Gray  Comma 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Mourning  Cloak 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

White  Admiral 

0 

0 

18 

13 

4 

Satyrs  and  wood  nymphs 

Ringlet 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Common  Wood  Nymph 

58 

42 

0 

3 

0 

Milkweed  butterflies 

Monarch 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total  Species 

12 

14 

19 

23 

21 

Total  Individuals 

229 

214 

101 

150 

141 
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spotted,  Garita  and  Peck’s  Skippers 
are  more  common  in  early  July  and 
were  found  mainly  from  1989  on 
(early  July  is  late  for  the  Ringlet).  In 
interpreting  field  guide  flight  periods 
for  butterflies,  it  should  be  noted  that 
butterflies  with  single  generations 
are  usually  most  abundant  towards 
the  beginning  of  the  period. 

The  only  unusual  records  to  date 
from  these  counts  are  a  slight  north¬ 
ern  range  extension  of  the  Acadian 
Hairstreak  and  a  northern  range  ex¬ 
tension  of  Queen  Alexandra’s  Sul¬ 
phur  (collected  by  Blair  Jarvis  in 
1988),  previously  found  only  in 
southwestern  Saskatchewan  and 
probably  a  stray. 

Since  some  of  our  butterflies  are 
very  specific  in  their  habitat  needs 
and  all  habitats  are  not  censused, 
and  some  species  are  present  only 
at  other  times  in  the  season  (mainly 
earlier),  the  census  has  yielded  only 
39  of  the  approximately  75  species 
expected  in  the  Saskatoon  area,  and 
generally  half  of  that  number  in  any 
one  count.2  Greater  participation  in 
the  future  would  allow  a  more  thor¬ 
ough  census  of  the  designated  area, 
which  includes  a  great  diversity  of 
habitat,  including  poplar  woods,  wet 
meadows,  sedge  marshes,  riverine 
sand  flats,  mixed  prairie  and  sand 
hills.  To  date,  I  have  been  as  faithful 
as  possible  to  the  same  collecting 
sites. 

Species  identification  was  initially 
done  only  after  collecting  and  pin¬ 
ning  specimens.  As  my  confidence 
and  experience  have  grown,  killing 
of  specimens  has  become  rare,  and 


catching  is  frequently  not  necessary 
either,  making  the  entire  experience 
far  more  pleasant  (especially  for  the 
butterflies!).  With  increasing  experi¬ 
ence  by  myself  and  two  regular  co¬ 
counters,  Bernie  Gollop  and  my  wife, 
Kristina  Komendant,  more  of  the 
small,  fast-flying,  subtly  coloured 
skipper  species  have  been  cen¬ 
sused.  I  would  encourage  anyone  in¬ 
terested  to  join  one  of  the  two  Prairie 
butterfly  /counts,  or  to  start  up  your 
own  (please  contact  me  for  informa¬ 
tion).  An  annotated  list  of  butterfly 
field  guides  relevant  for  Saskatche¬ 
wan  has  been  published  recently.1 
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52nd  ANNUAL  SASKATCHEWAN 
CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT  - 1993 


Compiled  by  WAYNE  C.  HARRIS  and  SHEILA  M.  LAMONT,  Box  414, 
Raymore,  Saskatchewan.  SOA  3J0 


With  more  seasonable  tempera¬ 
tures  than  were  experienced  last 
year,  the  number  of  counts  was  up 
from  80  to  89.  This  number  of  counts 
is  second  only  to  the  99  received  in 
1991.  A  total  of  605  observers  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  counts  and  logged 
over  1,120  hours  in  the  field  watch¬ 
ing  birds,  both  well  above  last  year’s 
totals  but  below  the  numbers  from 
1991. 

Weather  and  Coverage  Table  1 
summarizes  the  weather  conditions 
experienced  by  observers  during  the 
Christmas  count  period  (17  Decem¬ 
ber  1993  through  03  January  1994). 
Temperatures  were  near  seasonable 
norms  with  lows  around  -20°C  and 
daytime  highs  approaching  -12°C. 
Winds  were  mostly  light  (10-15 
kmph)  and  snow  cover  moderate 
(20-30  cm).  A  total  of  298  hours 
were  spent  on  foot,  511  in  vehicles 
and  320  at  feeders  (Table  2).  A  wide 
variety  of  habitats  were  covered  (Ta¬ 
ble  2)  in  areas  ranging  from 
LaRonge  on  the  north  to  Govenlock 
on  the  south  (see  Figure  1). 

The  Birds  There  were  95  species 
recorded  on  count  day  with  three 
more  species  seen  during  the  count 
period  but  not  on  count  day  (Tables 
3  and  4).  Included  in  the  95  count 
day  species  are  two  from  the  uniden¬ 
tified  category  (Table  5).  The  first 
was  a  white  goose  at  Fort  Qu’Ap- 
pelle  which  was  either  a  Ross’  or 
Snow  but  no  one  could  be  sure.  The 
second  was  a  white  gull  on  the 


Govenlock  count,  again  seen  from  a 
distance  and  identity  uncertain.  As 
neither  a  gull  nor  Snow/Ross’  Goose 
were  seen  on  any  other  count  they 
do  represent  the  presence  of  a  spe¬ 
cies  not  otherwise  recorded  and 
have  been  included  in  the  total. 

The  number  of  birds  seen  totalled 
just  over  81,000  individuals.  Al¬ 
though  this  is  less  than  the  almost 
100,000  seen  in  1990,  it  is  consider¬ 
ably  higher  than  most  years.  The 
most  abundant  species  was  the 
Snow  Bunting  (25,263  individuals), 
followed  distantly  by  House  Sparrow 
(15,744),  Rock  Dove  (6,333),  Com¬ 
mon  Redpoll  (4,474)  and  Horned 
Lark  (4,098).  Population  trends  of 
some  of  our  more  common  species 
are  provided  in  Table  7.  Most  nota¬ 
ble  were  the  large  increases  in  two 
semi-hardy  species  which  are  rarely 
found  in  numbers  greater  than  one 
or  two.  Cedar  Waxwing  was  up  an 
amazing  1,117%  over  last  year’s  to¬ 
tals  and  even  when  compared  to  the 
five-year  average  the  increase  was 
more  than  700%.  American  Robins 
showed  similar  but  slightly  smaller 
increases.  Other  species  which 
showed  increases  of  more  than 
100%  in  both  categories  were  also 
species  which  tend  to  linger  late 
rather  than  truly  overwinter:  Canada 
Goose,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bald 
Eagle,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 
Dark-eyed  Junco  and  Pine  Siskin. 

Declines  were  evident  for  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  grouse  family.  Owls  were 
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noticeably  less  frequent  with  Short¬ 
eared  Owls  completely  absent  for 
the  first  time  in  recent  years.  This  is 
most  alarming  considering  that  this 
species  is  currently  under  review  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Status  of  En¬ 
dangered  Wildlife  in  Canada  for  pos¬ 
sible  listing  on  Canada’s  Threatened 
and  Endangered  Wildlife  list.  Trends 
from  Christmas  Bird  Counts  (CBC’s) 
of  the  past  ten  years  certainly  sup¬ 
port  this  concern.  Both  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  and  Brown  Creeper 
were  well  below  their  average 
numbers. 

Winter  finch  numbers  were  mixed 
this  year.  Pine  Grosbeaks  were 
scarce  while  Common  Redpolls 
were  slightly  above  normal  and  Eve¬ 
ning  Grosbeaks  very  close  to  both 
last  year’s  numbers  and  the  long¬ 
term  average.  House  Sparrows  con¬ 
tinued  a  gradual  decline. 

Rare  Species  No  new  species  were 
added  to  the  all-time  list  though  a 
Mallard  —  American  Black  Duck  at 
Regina  was  a  first.  For  only  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  in  the  fifty-two-year  record 
of  CBC’s  in  Saskatchewan  a  Vesper 
Sparrow  was  reported  on  a  count 
when  two  separate  feeders  in  Swift 
Current  had  an  individual  present. 
The  only  previous  record  was  from 
Saltcoats  in  1952.  Two  of  last  year’s 
new  species  were  present  again  this 
year,  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  and  House 
Finch.  The  latter  found  in  almost  un¬ 
believable  numbers  at  Weyburn  (22 
compared  to  the  two  at  Regina  last 
year).  This  year  both  Fort  Qu’Appelle 
and  Leader  (north)  had  Rufous-sided 
Towhees;  the  only  previous  record 
was  from  Moose  Jaw  in  1 963.  Other 
rarities  included  a  Common  Snipe  at 
Saskatchewan  Landing  Provincial 
Park,  Chipping  Sparrow  at  Swift  Cur¬ 
rent  and  a  Fox  Sparrow  at  Kamsack. 

Record  Numbers  Table  6  provides 


a  summary  of  new  high  numbers  re¬ 
corded  during  this  year’s  count.  Most 
impressive  were  the  increases  in 
Canada  Goose,  Common  Gold¬ 
eneye,  Cedar  Waxwing  and  Dark- 
eyed  Junco.  But  in  my  opinion  it  was 
the  22  House  Finches  at  Weyburn 
that  was  most  surprising. 

Count  Areas  and  Participants 

Names  of  compilers  are  in  italics. 
Number  of  participants  in  each  count 
are  in  parentheses  following  the 
names. 

1.  ABERNETHY-KATEPWA  LAKE.  Ron 
Bittner,  Errol  Cochran,  Lyle  Downing, 
Carol  Anne  Fitch,  Keith  Gibbens, 
Doug  Harmon,  Ron  Hooper,  Lloyd 
Leader,  Steve  Lucyck,  Joy  McKen, 
Lome  Rowell,  Kim  Stephens,  Wanda 
Steuk.  (13) 

2.  ARCOLA.  Bernice  Angus,  Sheila 
Burland,  Bob  Hawman,  Gloria  Lees, 
Veronica  Pastefield,  Adrian  Paton, 
Kevin  Paton,  Marcie  Paton,  Scott  Pa¬ 
ton,  Nora  Weightman,  Jim  Young. 
(11) 

3.  ARMIT.  Wayne  Harris.  (1) 

4.  ASSINIBOIA,  Jack  Burgeson,  Cecil 
Hayward,  Delmar  Pettem,  Wilf  Pren¬ 
tice.  (4) 

5.  BANGOR.  Jean  Hilton.  (1) 

6.  BETH  LINE.  Doug  and  Vera  Laing.  (2) 

7.  BIGGAR.  Kelly  Foster,  Guy  Wapple, 
Robert  Wapple.  (3) 

8.  BIG  MUDDY  LAKE.  Martin  Bailey, 
Carol  Bjorklund,  Anne  Harris,  Valeri 
Harris,  Wayne  Harris.  (5) 

9.  BIRCH  HILLS.  Marg  Mareschal, 
Maurice  Mareschal,  Don  Weidl.  (3) 

10.  BROADVIEW.  David  Chaskavich, 
Stephanie  Chaskavich.  (2) 

11. BROMHEAD.  Martin  Bailey,  Carol 
Bjorklund.  (2) 

12.  CABRI.  Carman  Dodge.  (1) 

13.  CANDLE  LAKE.  Burke  Korol,  John 
Korol,  Daryl  Reesor.  (3) 

14.  CECIL  FERRY.  Joe  Graumans.  (1) 
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15.  CLARK’S  CROSSING.  Ann  Ander¬ 
son,  Sandy  Anderson,  Carol  Blenkin, 
Muriel  Carlson,  Don  Doell,  Bernie 
Gollop,  Kay  Jones,  Erling  Larsen, 
Grethe  Larson,  Vance  McNab,  Janet 
McVittie,  Menno  Nickel,  Elsie  Rayner, 
Doug  Schmeiser,  Stan  Shadick, 
Wayne  Shiels,  Arie  Van  Duyvendyk, 
Hilda  Voth,  Jim  Wedgwood,  Michael 
Williams ,  Lois  Wooding.  (22) 

16.  CRAVEN.  Margaret  Belcher,  Andy 
Belyk,  Al  Binney,  Betty  Binnie,  Dot 
Evans,  Trevor  Herriot,  Phyllis  Isley, 
Bob  Kreba,  Ron  Myers,  Bill  Ogilvie,  Al 
Sulma.  (11) 

17.  CROOKED  LAKE.  Warren  Hjertaas, 
Bill  Livsay,  Mayta  Livsay,  Dorothy 
Skene,  Ed  Skene.  (5) 

18.  DALMENY.  Loyd  Sperling,  Mara 
Sperling.  (2) 

19.  DILKE.  Margaret  Belcher,  Ken  McAr- 
ton.  (2) 

20.  DUVAL.  Donna  Brockman,  Enid 
Cumming,  George  Herber,  Merv  Hey, 
lain  Richardson.  (5) 

21 .  EDAM.  Marg  and  Tom  Terpstra.  (2) 

22.  ENDEAVOUR.  Norman  Harris.  (1) 

23.  FENTON.  Carman  Dodge.  (1) 

24.  FORT  QU’APPELLE.  Jim  Armstrong, 
John  Banick,  Phyllis  Bordass,  William 
Bordass,  Errol  Cochrane,  Anne 
Davies,  Doug  Evans,  Evelyn  Flem¬ 
ming,  Dorreen  Harman,  Doug  Har¬ 
man,  Ronald  Hooper,  Jared  Kaye, 
Lois  Lamontagne,  Vic  Lamontagne, 
George  Larocque,  John  Lennox, 
Maurice  Lindgren,  Jack  Lowe,  Steve 
Lucyk,  Don  McDougall,  Brian 
McKenna,  Jean  McKenna,  Alan 
Mlazgar,  Raymond  Mlazgar,  Dolores 
Palmer,  Webb  Palmer,  Paul  Paquin, 
David  Pipes,  Joe  Price,  Doreen  Row¬ 
ell,  Lome  Rowell,  Bill  Whiting.  (32) 

25.  FORT  WALSH.  Anne  Harris,  Valeri 
Harris,  Wayne  Harris,  Ron  Jensen, 
Burke  Korol,  Sheila  Lamont,  Wilkes 
Parsonage,  Guy  Wapple.  (8) 

26.  GARDINER  DAM.  Anne  Harris,  Valeri 
Harris,  Wayne  Harris,  Burke  Korol, 
Sheila  Lamont,  Guy  Wapple.  (6) 

27.  GOOD  SPIRIT  LAKE.  Bill  Anaka, 
Joyce  Anaka,  Julia  Wiwchar.  (3) 

28.  GOVENLOCK.  Anne  Harris,  Valeri 


Harris,  Wayne  Harris,  Ron  Jensen, 
Burke  Korol,  Sheila  Lamont,  Guy 
Wapple.  (7) 

29.  GRAND  CENTRE-PIERCELAND. 
Lome  Elliot,  Ron  Knox,  Heidi  Roy, 
Jessica  Roy,  J.  Frank  Roy,  Margaret 
Roy,  Robin  Roy.  (7) 

30.  GRASSLANDS  NATIONAL  PARK. 
Wayne  Harris.  (1) 

31.  GRENFELL.  Jim  Elliott.  (1) 

32.  HEPBURN.  Phyllis  Siemens.  (1) 

33.  HUDSON  BAY.  Zack  Bevridge,  Scott 
Connell,  Ian  Daisley,  John  Daisley, 
Robert  Daisley,  Jim  Hamilton,  Curtis 
Hayes,  Joyce  Hayes,  Bruce 
Keyowski,  Stacy  Lozinski,  Blair  Mag- 
nusson,  Ryan  Zens.  (12) 

34.  HUMBOLDT.  Ed  Brockmeyer,  Mike 
Volk.  (2) 

35.  INDIAN  HEAD.  Rolfe  Antonowitsch, 
Jan  Beattie,  Denise  Beaulieu,  Vic 
Beaulieu,  Irv  Escott,  David  Gehl, 
David  Gray,  Mavis  Gray,  Gordon 
Howe,  John  Kort,  Mary  Kort,  Peter 
Kort,  Fred  Lahrman,  Dora  Nichols, 
Adam  Scott,  Heidi  Scott,  Lome  Scott, 
Chris  Skinner,  Fred  Skinner.  (19) 

36.  KAMSACK.  John  Barisoff,  George 
and  Mary  Bernard,  Agnes  Betz,  Mike 
and  Sally  Bishop,  Mable  Buceuk, 
Donna  Duwores,  Lindee  Dewore’s, 
Barb  and  Dave  Elasser,  Bert  and 
Doris  Franklin,  Jay  and  Lena  Fry, 
Betty  Greba,  Bill  Koreluik,  Sid  Law- 
erce,  W.J.C,  May,  Adaline  and 
George  Nykolaishen,  Dallas,  Kelsey 
and  Riley  Rezansoff,  Isabel  Ritchie, 
Dave  and  Elsie  Severson,  John  Sol- 
mon,  Elenor  and  Cherle  Sookocheff, 
Stan  Stone,  Ed  Van  Perry,  Phylliss 
Ward,  Elaine  Wilson,  Ann  and  Gor¬ 
don  Wlasichuk.  (36) 

37.  KELVINGTON.  Pat  Finnie,  Dianne 
Sloan,  Marguerite  Sloan.  (3) 

38.  KENASTON.  Lawrence  Beckie.  (1) 

39.  KILWINNING.  Ed  Driver,  Marg  Driver. 

(2) 

40.  KINDERSLEY.  Jean  Harris,  Keith 
Harris.  (2) 

41.  KINLOCH.  Claudia  Denowski,  Wayne 
Fletcher,  Don  Forbes,  Doreen 
Forbes,  Merle  Jackson,  Florence 
Oleksiewicz,  Wilt  Rodenberg.  (8) 
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42.  KUTAWAGAN  LAKE.  Wayne  Harris. 

(1) 

43.  KYLE-SASKATCHEWAN  LANDING. 
Cliff  Matthews,  Garth  Moreside.  (2) 

44.  LA  RONGE.  Jim  Paul,  Lorie  Ann 
Paul.  (2) 

45.  LAST  MOUNTAIN  LAKE  N.W.A. 
Wayne  Harris,  Sheila  Lamont.  (2) 

46.  LEADER  (NORTH).  Daisy  Meyers. 

(1) 

47.  LEADER  (SOUTH).  John  Flood,  John 
Rauch,  Brenda  Schnell,  Susan 
Springett.  (4) 

48.  LIVELONG.  Sarah  Pavka.  (1) 

49.  LOON  LAKE.  Carl  Alton,  Essie  Alton, 
Bruce  Lyle.  (3) 

50.  LOVE-TORCH  RIVER.  Jessie  Almen, 
Roy  Almen,  Hal  Birkett,  Joan  Birkett, 
Bert  Dalziel,  Duke  Dalziel,  Joan  Dalz- 
iel,  Kari  Dalziel,  Nora  Dalziel,  Sara 
Dalziel,  Annita  Deutschman,  Eric 
Deutschman,  Richard  Deutschman, 
Rita  Deutschman,  Ed  Dixon,  Dennis 
Foy,  Viola  King,  Conrad  L’Heureux, 
Elene  L’Heureux,  Paul  L’Heureux, 
George  Lidster,  Jean  Lidster,  Mildred 
Long,  Bill  Matthews,  Lynn  Matthews, 
Gae  Mlazgar,  Ron  Mlazgar,  Dale  Nel¬ 
son,  Jeannette  Nelson,  Deyelle 
Sheremeta,  Krystal  Sheremeta.  (31) 

51 .  LUSELAND.  Kim  Finley,  Bill  Holton, 
Donna  Holton,  Bev  Honeker,  Estelle 
Martfeld,  Katrina  Martfeld,  Wyatt 
Martfeld.  (7) 

52.  MACDOWALL.  Myron  Barton,  Gladys 
Kernohan,  Norman  Kernohan,  Henry 
Neudorf,  Sylvia  Neudorf.  (5) 

53.  MARSDEN.  Lois  Wooding.  (1) 

54.  MEADOW  LAKE  (NW).  Marlynne 
Sampson,  Monty  Sampson.  (2) 

55.  MEADOW  LAKE  (TOWN).  Bill 
Caldwell,  Janet  Caldwell,  Betty  Anne 
Golly,  Byron  Golly,  Stuart  Golly,  Tyler 
Golly,  Vera  Golly,  Ann  Sequin,  Randy 
Sequin,  Robbie  Sequin,  Andrew  Wil¬ 
son,  Bob  Wilson,  Cindy  Wilson,  Ian 
Wilson.  (15) 

56.  MELFORT.  Frieda  Markland.  (1) 

57.  MELVILLE.  Ruby  Alberts,  Bill  Barm- 
by,  Marion  MacLean,  Robert  Wother- 
spoon.  (4) 


58.  MISSINIPE.  Joesph  Glass,  Shirley 
Glass,  Eric  Layton.  (3) 

59.  MOOSE  JAW.  Elsie  and  Jack  Adkins, 
Andy  and  Vi  Anderson,  Edith  Bell, 
Duncan  Blackwell,  Doug  and  Helen 
Brunsdon,  Muriel  Dormer,  Barry  and 
Fern  Dowse,  Eve  King,  Cy  and  Leith 
Knight,  Gerald  Lynn,  Connie  and 
Hugh  McIntyre,  Gavina  Reekie,  Arnie 
Van  Dorland,  Ed  Walker.  (20) 

60.  MOOSE  MOUNTAIN.  Ray  Belanger, 
Greg  Bobbitt,  Dick  Gutfriend,  Phil 
Layh,  Nick  Postey,  Keith  Sakatch.  (6) 

61. NICOLLE  FLATS.  Randi  Edmonds, 
Alan  Smith.  (2) 

62.  NIPAWIN.  Vi  Budd,  Joyce  Christian¬ 
sen,  Bert  Dalziel,  Joan  Dalziel,  Betty 
Hodgins,  Sandra  Hosaluk,  Doug 
Pegg,  Marie  Pegg,  Shirley  Phillips.  (8) 

63.  PIKE  LAKE.  Angeline  Bernier,  Marcel 
Bernier,  Carol  Blenkin,  Kent  Brace, 
Laurel  Brace,  Doug  Campbell,  Helen 
Campbell,  Muriel  Carlson,  Betty  Ann 
Dunlop,  Tom  Dunlop,  Mary  Gilliland, 
Bernie  Gollop,  Mike  Gollop,  Kate 
Jones,  Logan  Kennedy,  Marie  Ken¬ 
nedy,  Joyce  Manton,  Cliff  Matthews, 
Sherrill  Miller,  Courtney  Milne,  Gladys 
Pippin,  Glen  Pippin,  Frank  Roy, 
Monty  Sawyer,  Pauline  Sawyer,  Jim 
Wedgwood,  Michael  Williams,  Lois 
Wooding.  (28) 

64.  PRINCE  ALBERT  (NE).  John  Burt, 
Pamela  Burt.  (2) 

65.  PRINCE  ALBERT  (CITY).  Martin  De- 
gargne,  Carman  Dodge,  Keith  Dodge, 
Joe  Graumans,  Paul  Graumans,  Cam 
Harper,  Lyle  Hauser,  Michael  Le- 
Blanc,  Ted  Snow.  (9) 

66.  PRINCE  ALBERT  NATIONAL  PARK. 
Bruce  Attikin,  Susan  Carr,  Dave  Dal- 
man,  Mary  Dalman,  Pat  Fargey,  Mark 
Kochems,  Gail  Lancaster,  Howard 
Lancaster,  Bradley  Muir.  (9) 

67.  QU’APPELLE  VALLEY  DAM.  Bob 
Plaster,  Frank  Roy,  Stan  Shadick,  Mi¬ 
chael  Williams.  (4) 

68.  RAYMORE.  Anne  Harris,  Valeri  Har¬ 
ris,  Wayne  Harris,  Sheila  Lamont.  (4) 

69.  REGINA.  Jessie  Bailey,  Martin  Bailey, 
Donna  Barclay,  Margaret  Belcher, 
Carol  Bjorklund,  Lionel  Bonneville, 
Stephane  Bonneville,  David  Bryant, 
Bob  Ewart,  Sandra  Ewart,  Kay  Fer¬ 
guson,  Mary  Ferguson,  Dale  Hjer- 
taas,  Phyllis  llsley,  Bob  Kreba,  Tony 
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Lang,  Bob  Luterbach,  Bob 
MacFarlane,  Loren  Mang,  Linda 
McDowell,  David  McKenzie,  Yvonne 
McKenzie,  Ron  Meyers,  John  Pollock, 
Brian  Rainey,  Rob  Ramage,  Gillian 
Richardson,  Trevor  Richardson, 
Frank  Switzer,  Jon  Triffo,  Pierre  Wil¬ 
helm.  (31) 

70.  ROCKGLEN.  Randi  Edmonds,  Alan 
Smith.  (2) 

71.  ROSE  VALLEY.  Julie  Jensen,  Ron 
Jensen,  Alda  Pressacco.  (3) 

72.  SASKATCHEWAN  LANDING  PRO¬ 
VINCIAL  PARK.  Peter  Ashcroft,  Lisa 
Dale,  Calvin  Fiala,  Ron  Jensen,  John 
Pogorzelec.  (5) 

73.  SASKATOON.  Tony  Allen,  Juhachi 
Asai,  Kengo  Asai,  Rika  Asai,  Yuka 
Asai,  Joyce  Besant,  Robert  Besant, 
Anna  Braun,  Norman  Bull,  Leah  Cur¬ 
rie,  Ed  Driver,  Fran  Eldridge,  Melanie 
Elliott,  Martin  Gerard,  Mary  Gilliland, 
Sean  Gilliland,  Bernie  Gollop,  May 
Haga,  Bruce  Hanbidge,  John  Han- 
bidge,  Mary  Houston,  Stuart  Houston, 
Richard  Kerbes,  Barbara  Kozmyk, 
John  Lavery,  Eric  Lefol,  Jo  McRobbie, 
Meewasin  Valley  Authority  Conserva¬ 
tion  Staff,  David  Miller,  Garth  Nelson, 
Menno  Nickel,  Bruce  Norton,  Keith 
Pahl,  Muriel  Park,  Ann  Pocknell,  Jim 
Smart,  Jeff  Turple,  Jim  Wedgwood, 
Willie  Weisstock,  Michael  Williams, 
Dan  Zazalenchuk.  (43) 

74.  SCOTT.  Alec  Elmquist,  Guy  Wapple, 
Robert  Wapple.  (3) 

75.  SKULL  CREEK.  Craig  Belavance,  Al¬ 
lan  Bennetto,  Jim  Bennetto,  Ray  Ben- 
netto,  Doris  Bircham,  Ralph  Bircham, 
Greeba  Drever,  Ralph  Drever,  Mark 
Dell,  Moreena  Dell,  Bob  Eccleston, 
Phylis  Flaig,  Betty  Mann,  Bob  Mann, 
Marjorie  Mann  Jr.,  Joann  Peterson, 
Larry  Peterson,  Correy  Wasilow, 
Harvey  Wasilow,  Wade  Wasilow, 
Brad  Wolfater,  Robin  Wolfater,  Ron 
Wolfater.  (23) 

76.  SNOWDEN.  Ed  Hagel,  Irene  Hagel, 
Karen  Hagel,  Hans  Lien,  Violet  Lien, 
Verna  Messer,  Bill  Schemenauer, 
Vera  Schemenauer,  Harold  Thomp¬ 
son,  Irene  Thompson,  Les  White, 
Marlene  White.  (12) 


77.  SPALDING.  Velma  Spizawka,  William 
Spizawka.  (2) 

78.  SPINNEY  HILL.  Ed  Driver,  Phil  Tay¬ 
lor.  (2) 

79.  SPRING  VALLEY.  Allan  Bogdan, 
Flossie  Bogdan,  Larry  Bogdan,  Nick 
Bogdan.  (4) 

80.  SPRUCE  HOME.  Sharon  and  Tom 
Dice.  (2) 

81.  SQUAW  RAPIDS.  Valeri  Harris, 
Wayne  Harris,  Burke  Korol,  Sheila 
Lamont,  Guy  Wapple,  Robert  Wap¬ 
ple.  (6) 

82.  SWIFT  CURRENT.  Evelyn  Anderson, 
Peter  Ashcroft,  James  Beattie,  Lisa 
Dale,  Hugh  Henry,  Ron  Jensen,  Ted 
Philipchuk,  Kim  Stevenson,  Doris 
Thoreson,  Lois  Wall,  Russel  Wall, 
Kaye  Waters,  Betty  Welgan,  Ron 
Welgan,  John  Weston,  Pearl  Weston. 
(12) 

83.  TURTLE  LAKE  (1).  E.M.  Robinson. 

(1) 

84.  TURTLE  LAKE  (2).  Gary  Carlson, 
Muriel  Carlson,  Adam  Cooper,  Lori 
Cooper,  Gill  Heim,  Howard  Newton. 
(6) 

85.  VAL  MARIE.  Lynn  Grant,  Florence 
Miller,  Eric  Muench,  Vicki  Sahanatien, 
Mike  Wynn.  (5) 

86.  WEYBURN.  Leo  Belanger,  Louise 
Belanger,  Ray  Belanger,  Sophie  Be¬ 
langer,  Greg  Bobbitt,  Fred  Garner, 
Dick  Gutfriend,  Harry  Kapasianyk, 
Norma  Kapasianyk,  Grace  Kurtz, 
Betty  Layh,  Phil  Layh,  Cyril  Marcotte, 
Alpha  McGowan,  Wayne  Popeski, 
Nick  Postey,  Keith  Sakatch,  Stewart 
Stairmand.  (18) 

87.  WHITE  BEAR.  Cameron  Jordheim, 
Gary  Jordheim,  Laine  Jordheim,  Sig 
Jordheim,  Ylonda  Jordheim.  (5) 

88.  WHITEWOOD.  Cliff  Ashfield,  Boyd 
Metzler,  John  Pollock.  (3) 

89.  YORKTON.  Warren  Hjertaas,  Lance 
Irvine,  Geoff  Rushowick,  Patrick 
Rushowick,  Dorothy  Skene,  Edward 
Skene,  Harold  Wilkinson,  Kenn 
Wood,  Sarah  Wood.  (9) 
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Table  1 .  COUNT  WEATHER  CONDITIONS  (Temperature  °C,  Wind  in  kmph  and  Snow 
cover  in  cm) 


LOCALITY 

Min. 

Temp 

Max. 

Temp 

Min. 

Wind 

Max. 

Wind 

Min. 

Snow 

Max. 

Snow 

Sky  A.M. 

Sky  P.M. 

1.  ABERNETHY-KATEPWA  LAKE 

-23 

-17 

24 

26 

30 

partly  cloudy 

mostly  cloudy 

2.  ARCOLA 

-20 

-16 

0 

10 

5 

60 

mostly  clear 

mostly  clear 

3.  ARMIT 

-35 

-23 

0 

10 

10 

20 

mostly  cloudy 

mostly  cloudy 

4.  ASSINIBOIA 

-9 

10 

15 

0 

15 

mostly  cloudy 

overcast 

5.  BANGOR 

-16 

-7 

10 

18 

10 

12 

mostly  clear 

mostly  clear 

6.  BETHUNE 

-18 

-14 

5 

15 

10 

20 

mostly  clear 

mostly  dear 

7.  BIGGAR 

-7 

+2 

30 

60 

0 

10 

mostly  cloudy 

mostly  cloudy 

8.  BIG  MUDDY  LAKE 

-2 

+2 

0 

10 

0 

15 

clear 

partly  cloudy 

9  BIRCH  HILLS 

-22 

-18 

2 

6 

5 

10 

mostly  cloudy,  light  snow 

mostly  clear 

10.  BROADVIEW 

-24 

-20 

15 

20 

5 

10 

11.  BROMHEAD 

-24 

-18 

0 

30 

7 

25 

clear 

clear 

12.  CABRI 

-20 

-17 

25 

50 

10 

15 

partly  cloudy 

13.  CANDLE  LAKE 

-20 

-15 

5 

20 

15 

50 

overcast,  light  snow 

overcast 

14.  CECIL  FERRY 

-12 

0 

10 

10 

15 

mostly  cloudy 

15.  CLARK'S  CROSSING 

-8 

-4 

0 

30 

5 

26 

overcast 

partly  cloudy 

16.  CRAVEN 

-8 

-4 

10 

18 

15 

20 

mostly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

17.  CROOKED  LAKE 

-4 

0 

10 

20 

12 

20 

mostly  cloudy 

mostly  cloudy 

18.  DALMENY 

-14 

-9 

23 

26 

1 

45 

partly  cloudy 

overcast 

19.  DILKE 

-31 

-21 

10 

20 

0 

15 

clear 

mostly  clear 

20.  DUVAL 

-15 

-10 

20 

30 

0 

25 

overcast 

mostly  cloudy 

21.  EDAM 

-10 

-6 

5 

10 

10 

12 

mostly  clear 

mostly  clear 

22.  ENDEAVOUR 

-18 

-14 

0 

5 

25 

30 

overcast 

partly  cloudy 

23.  FENTON 

0 

+2 

0 

5 

5 

10 

partly  cioudy 

partly  cloudy 

24.  FORT  QU'APPELLE 

-10 

15 

5 

7 

mostly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

25.  FORT  WALSH 

-10 

-2 

0 

30 

0 

25 

overcast,  moderate 
fog. light  snow 

mostly  cloudy,  moderate 
fog 

26.  GARDINER  DAM 

-1 1 

-8 

10 

20 

0 

20 

mostly  cloudy 

overcast 

27.  GOOD  SPIRIT  LAKE 

-14 

-11 

10 

35 

15 

25 

mostly  cloudy 

overcast 

28.  GOVENLOCK 

-15 

-7 

0 

40 

0 

10 

mostly  clear 

mostly  cloudy 

29.  GRAND  CENTRE-PIERCELAND 

-21 

-21 

6 

7 

15 

20 

partly  cloudy 

clear 

30.  GRASSLANDS  N.P. 

-18 

-15 

10 

50 

0 

20 

partly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

31.  GRENFELL 

-18 

-14 

15 

15 

30 

partly  cloudy 

32.  HEPBURN 

-10 

-5 

5 

6 

partly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

33.  HUDSON  BAY 

34.  HUMBOLDT 

-28 

-25 

5 

8 

24 

35 

clear 

clear 

35.  INDIAN  HEAD 

-15 

0 

10 

30 

overcast 

36.  KAMSACK 

60 

120 

clear 

mostly  clear 

37.  KELVINGTON 

-26 

-22 

0 

0 

30 

35 

overcast 

clear. 

38.  KENASTON 

-15 

-8 

0 

30 

12 

mostly  cloudy 

clear 

39.  KILWINNING 

-7 

-3 

5 

8 

0 

5 

clear 

clear 

40.  KINDERSLEY 

-8 

-6 

15 

20 

partly  cloudy 

41.  KINLOCH 

-20 

-16 

1 

10 

25 

30 

mostly  clear 

clear 

42.  KUTAWAGAN 

-22 

-18 

5 

30 

10 

20 

partly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

43.  KYLE-SASK.  LANDING 

-12 

-8 

10 

15 

15 

20 

mostly  cloudy,  light  snow 

partly  cloudy 

44.  LARONGE 

-32 

-19 

0 

7 

30 

45 

overcast 

mostly  cloudy,  light  snow 

45.  LAST  MOUNTAIN  L.  NWA 

-30 

-24 

10 

30 

20 

40 

overcast,  light  snow 

overcast,  light  snow 

46.  LEADER  (NORTH) 

-10 

-3 

0 

5 

0 

20 

partly  cloudy 

mostly  clear 

47.  LEADER  (SOUTH) 

_ 

-27 

-16 

20 

33 

4 

6 

overcast 

overcast. light  tog. 
moderate  snow 

48.  LIVELONG 

-20 

-5 

0 

10 

8 

10 

partly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

49.  LOON  LAKE 

-5 

0 

5 

25 

8 

14 

overcast,  light  snow 

mostly  cloudy,  light  snow 

50.  LOVE  TORCH  RIVER 

-24 

-10 

0 

20 

15 

30 

clear 

mostly  cloudy 

51.  LUSELAND 

-20 

-10 

0 

12 

8 

26 

mostly  clear 

mostly  clear 

52.  MACDOWALL 

-24 

-20 

3 

7 

8 

10 

overcast,  light  snow 

mostly  clear 

53.  MARSDEN 

-22 

-18 

0 

10 

10 

18 

partly  cloudy 

clear 

54.  MEADOW  LAKE  (NW) 

-25 

-22 

0 

10 

12 

15 

partly  cloudy 

55.  MEADOW  LAKE  (TOWN) 

-25 

-20 

0 

20 

0 

20 

partly  cloudy,  light  snow 

partly  cloudy,  light  snow 

56.  MELFORT 
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Table  1 .  COUNT  WEATHER  CONDITIONS  (continued)  (T°C,  Wind  kmph,  Snow  cm) 


LOCALITY 

Min. 

Temp 

Max. 

Temp 

Min. 

Wind 

Max. 

Wind 

Min. 

Snow 

Max. 

Snow 

Sky  A.M. 

Sky  P.M 

57.  MELVILLE 

-19 

-14 

5 

15 

overcast 

overcast,  light  snow 

58.  MISSINIPE 

-38 

-27 

0 

0 

25 

mostly  clear 

overcast 

59.  MOOSE  JAW 

-16 

-13 

7 

8 

5 

20 

60.  MOOSE  MOUNTAIN 

-4 

-4 

0 

10 

1 

8 

overcast,  moderate  fog 

overcast,  light  fog 

61.  NICOLLE  FLATS 

-15 

-7 

10 

20 

10 

20 

mostly  clear 

overcast,  light  snow 

62.  NIPAWIN 

-26 

-26 

0 

5 

30 

overcast 

partly  cloudy 

63.  PIKE  LAKE 

-24 

-19 

4 

13 

8 

40 

mostly  clear 

clear 

64.  PRINCE  ALBERT  (NE) 

-22 

-15 

5 

10 

10 

20 

overcast 

overcast 

65.  PRINCE  ALBERT  (CITY) 

66.  PRINCE  ALBERT  N.P. 

-16 

-1 

10 

20 

10 

30 

mostly  cloudy 

mostly  cloudy 

67.  QU'APPELLE  VALLEY  DAM 

-8 

-3 

10 

20 

10 

25 

mostly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

68.  RAYMORE 

-24 

-22 

0 

30 

20 

50 

overcast,  moderate  snow 

overcast,  heavy  snow 

69.  REGINA 

-29 

-17 

19 

22 

8 

20 

mostly  cloudy,  light  snow 

mostly  clear 

70.  ROCKGLEN 

-10 

+5 

0 

5 

5 

20 

overcast,  moderate  fog 

light  fog 

71.  ROSE  VALLEY 

-25 

-15 

0 

20 

25 

40 

72.  SASK.  LANDING  P.P. 

-9 

-5 

0 

5 

mostly  cloudy 

mostly  cloudy 

73.  SASKATOON 

-28 

-24 

20 

32 

12 

partly  cloudy,  light  snow 

partly  cloudy 

74.  SCOTT 

-14 

-5 

20 

30 

5 

18 

mostly  cloudy,  light  fog 

overcast,  light  snow 

75.  SKULL  CREEK 

-15 

-15 

0 

5 

0 

16 

76.  SNOWDEN 

-26 

-18 

0 

15 

4 

30 

mostly  cloudy 

mostly  clear 

77.  SPALDING 

-5 

10 

20 

30 

40 

partly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

78.  SPINNEY  HILL 

-19 

-11 

5 

20 

0 

15 

overcast 

overcast 

79.  SPRING  VALLEY 

-25 

-17 

10 

15 

40 

50 

overcast,  moderate  fog 

mostly  cloudy 

80.  SPRUCE  HOME 

-22 

clear 

81.  SQUAW  RAPIDS 

-15 

-7 

0 

30 

10 

26 

overcast,  moderate  snow 

mostly  cloudy,  light  snow 

82.  SWIFT  CURRENT 

-8 

-4 

5 

19 

3 

7 

mostly  clear 

overcast,  light  snow 

83.  TURTLE  LAKE  (1) 

-35 

-15 

0 

0 

10 

mostly  cloudy 

mostly  cloudy 

84.  TURTLE  LAKE  (2) 

-8 

-8 

0 

0 

30 

40 

light  snow 

light  snow 

85.  VAL  MARIE 

-1 1 

-2 

5 

10 

5 

15 

moderate  fog 

overcast 

86.  WEYBURN 

-8 

-6 

0 

7 

4 

7 

mostly  clear 

mostly  clear 

87.  WHITE  BEAR 

-7 

-2 

5 

10 

0 

30 

partly  cloudy 

88.  WHITEWOOD 

-10 

-5 

5 

35 

20 

50 

partly  cloudy 

partly  cloudy 

89.  YORKTON 

-28 

-15 

0 

10 

clear 

clear 

Ross  ’  Goose  Fred  La?  a  m tn 
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Table  2.  COUNT  COVERAGE  (‘indicates  counts  which  conform  to  the  North  American 
standard  of  all  day  counts  covering  a  15-mile  diameter  circle) 


LOCALITY 

Km  on  Foot 

Hours  on  Foot 

Km  by  Vehicle 

Hours  by  Vehicle 

Hours  at  Feeders 

Habitat  Covered  (%) 

Coniferous  Woods 

Mixed  Woods 

Deciduous  Woods 

Aspen  Grove/Prairie 

Aspen  Grove/Farmland 

Native  Prairie 

Seeded  Pasture 

Cultivated  Fields 

Farmyard 

Urban 

Open  Water 

1.  ABERNETHY-KATEPWA 

1 

1 

30 

3 

5 

51-75 

26-50 

6-25 

<5 

2.  ARCOLA 

4 

1.25 

195 

6 

3.5 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

26-50 

26-50 

6-25 

3.  ARMIT* 

3 

3 

106 

5 

<5 

>75 

<5 

<5 

4.  ASSINIBOIA 

51 

3 

5.  BANGOR 

4 

1.5 

15 

1.5 

7 

51-75 

6-25 

6-25 

6.  BETHUNE 

40 

3 

1 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

7.  BIGGAR* 

10 

5.5 

180 

12.5 

6-25 

26-50 

26-50 

6-25 

8.  BIG  MUDDY  LAKE* 

4 

3 

281 

6 

26-50 

26-50 

26-50 

9.  BIRCH  HILLS 

1.5 

1.5 

117 

5.5 

.5 

6-25 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

6-25 

<5 

10.  BROADVIEW 

2 

.75 

98 

3 

.5 

51-75 

6-25 

<5 

11.  BROMHEAD* 

1.6 

.75 

153 

7.25 

>75 

6-25 

12.  CABRI 

128 

3 

.25 

<5 

<5 

>75 

<5 

13.  CANDLE  LAKE* 

11 

5 

69 

2.5 

.5 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

14.  CECIL  FERRY 

68 

3.5 

15.  CLARK  S  CROSSING* 

21.9 

13.1 

526 

27.9 

<5 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

16.  CRAVEN* 

26.5 

9.5 

451 

23 

2 

26-50 

26-50 

6-25 

6-25 

<5 

17.  CROOKED  LAKE 

3 

1.5 

46 

3 

1.5 

51-75 

6-25 

<5 

18.  DALMENY 

24 

5.25 

<5 

<5 

6-25 

51-75 

6-25 

19,  DILKE* 

3 

1.5 

122 

5.5 

6-25 

6-25 

<5 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

20.  DUVAL 

2 

6 

175 

6 

.5 

26-50 

26-50 

6-25 

6-25 

21.  EDAM 

20 

2 

8 

26-50 

51-75 

22.  ENDEAVOUR 

2 

2 

37 

2 

2 

26-50 

26-50 

23.  FENTON 

115 

3.25 

.5 

<5 

>75 

<5 

<5 

24.  FORT  QU'APPELLE 

3 

1 

140 

12 

7 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

25.  FORT  WALSH* 

34 

16 

92 

11 

51-75 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

26.  GARDINER  DAM* 

15 

7.25 

232 

10.25 

<5 

26-50 

26-50 

6-25 

27.  GOOD  SPIRIT  LAKE* 

1 

1 

102 

5 

3 

<5 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

51-75 

<5 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

<5 

28.  GOVENLOCK 

16 

8 

320 

13 

51-75 

26-50 

6-25 

29.  GR.  CTR.-PIERCELAND 

1.5 

1 

165 

5 

1 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

26-50 

<5 

30.  GRASSLANDS  N.P. 

3 

2 

200 

5 

51-75 

6-25 

6-25 

31.  GRENFELL 

5 

3 

>75 

32.  HEPBURN 

3 

>75 

33.  HUDSON  BAY 

34.  HUMBODLT 

3 

2 

45 

5.5 

2 

26-50 

<5 

26-50 

6-25 

35.  INDIAN  HEAD 

5 

4 

210 

11 

12 

26-50 

6-25 

26-50 

<5 

36.  KAMSACK 

75 

37.  KELVINGTON 

45 

2 

2 

6-25 

51-75 

6-25 

38.  KENASTON 

1 

.25 

56 

5 

.5 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

<5 

39.  KILWINNING 

2 

.5 

90 

4.25 

<5 

26-50 

6-25 

6-25 

<5 

40.  KINDERSLEY 

2 

2 

33 

4 

<5 

26-50 

51-75 

6-25 

41.  KINLOCH 

2 

1 

68 

5 

10 

6-25 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

42.  KUTAWAGAN  L.* 

1 

1 

200 

4 

6-25 

>75 

43.  KYLE-SASK.  LANDING 

1.5 

1 

38 

1.5 

>75 

6-25 

<5 

44.  LARONGE 

3 

1 

68 

4.5 

1 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

45.  LAST  MTN.  L.  NWA* 

1 

1 

248 

6 

6-25 

6-25 

>75 

6-25 
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Table  2.  COUNT  COVERAGE  (continued)  (‘indicates  counts  which  conform  to  the  North 
American  standard  of  all  day  counts  covering  a  15-mile  diameter  circle) 


LOCALITY 

Km  on  Foot 

Hours  on  Foot 

Km  by  Vehicle 

Hours  by  Vehicle 

Hours  at  Feeders 

Habitat  Covered  (%) 

Coniferous  Woods 

Mixed  Woods 

Deciduous  Woods 

<D 

•c 

03 

£ 

o5 

> 

o 

O 

1 

iS? 

Aspen  Grove/Farmland 

Native  Prairie 

Seeded  Pasture 

Cultivated  Fields 

Farmyard 

Urban 

Open  Water 

46.  LEADER  (NORTH) 

8 

3 

20 

2 

26-50 

26-50 

26-50 

47.  LEADER  (SOUTH) 

135 

4 

4 

48.  LIVELONG 

4 

1 

10 

2 

4 

6-25 

>75 

49.  LOON  LAKE 

9 

4.5 

4 

.1 

6 

<5 

26-50 

26-50 

50.  LOVE-TORCH  RIVER 

2 

3 

161 

7 

42 

<5 

6-25 

>75 

6-25 

51.  LUSELAND 

9 

4 

127 

4 

1.5 

6-25 

6-25 

26-50 

<5 

6-25 

52.  MACDOWALL 

15 

2 

2 

6-25 

51-75 

53.  MARSDEN 

2 

1 

144 

7 

.5 

51-75 

<5 

51-75 

<5 

<5 

54.  MEADOW  LAKE  (NW) 

3 

>75 

55.  MEADOW  LAKE  (TN) 

5 

3.5 

181 

7 

6 

26-50 

6-25 

26-50 

<5 

56.  MELFORT 

3 

57.  MELVILLE 

2 

1 

60 

3 

1 

6-25 

6-25 

51-75 

<5 

58.  MISSINIPE 

7 

1.5 

3 

>75 

59.  MOOSE  JAW 

17 

7.5 

60 

2.5 

1 

51-75 

6-25 

6-25 

60.  MOOSE  MOUNTAIN* 

7 

3 

150 

5 

26-50 

26-50 

<5 

6-25 

61.  NICOLLE  FLATS 

1 

.75 

140 

4 

6-25 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

26-50 

<5 

<5 

<5 

62.  NIPAWIN 

.5 

.5 

50 

6 

5 

6-25 

<5 

26-50 

<5 

26-50 

6-25 

63.  PIKE  LAKE* 

35 

16 

284 

10.5 

1 

26-50 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

26-50 

64.  PRINCE  ALBERT  (NE) 

6 

6-25 

51-75 

65.  PRINCE  ALBERT  (CITY) 

66.  PRINCE  ALBERT  N.P.* 

21 

13.5 

65 

3.5 

2 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

67.  QU'APPELLE  VAL.  D.* 

3.5 

4.7 

203.9 

5.9 

6-25 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

68.  RAYMORE* 

11 

4 

231 

8 

1 

26-50 

26-50 

6-25 

<5 

69.  REGINA* 

34 

17.75 

699 

35.5 

70.  ROCKGLEN 

1 

.5 

93 

4.25 

<5 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

26-50 

<5 

6-25 

71.  ROSE  VALLEY 

127 

3.75 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

72.  SASK.  LANDING  P.P. 

2 

1 

50 

4 

26-50 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

73.  SASKATOON* 

48.6 

27 

721 

57 

28 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

<5 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

51-75 

<5 

74.  SCOTT* 

4 

2 

240 

6.75 

2 

26-50 

26-50 

26-50 

75.  SKULL  CREEK 

6 

3 

150 

7 

9 

26-50 

6-25 

6-25 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

76.  SNOWDEN 

2 

1 

100 

3 

2 

<5 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

77.  SPALDING 

5 

2 

59 

2 

2 

26-50 

6-25 

26-50 

78.  SPINNEY  HILL 

.5 

.5 

110 

5.8 

<5 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

79.  SPRING  VALLEY 

16 

2.5 

82 

1.5 

26-50 

51-75 

80.  SPRUCE  HOME 

81.  SQUAW  RAPIDS* 

27 

14 

86 

11 

6-25 

26-50 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

<5 

82.  SWIFT  CURRENT 

6 

6 

345 

13 

11.5 

6-25 

6-25 

51-75 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

83.  TURTLE  LAKE  (1) 

32 

3 

4 

84.  TURTLE  LAKE  (2)* 

10 

8 

77 

3 

16 

51-75 

6-25 

<5 

6-25 

85.  VAL  MARIE 

4 

5 

233 

8 

86.  WEYBURN* 

10.6 

7.5 

476 

14 

1.5 

<5 

6-25 

6-25 

<5 

6-25 

<5 

<5 

<5 

<5 

6-25 

<5 

87.  WHITE  BEAR 

30 

11 

30 

.4 

.1 

>75 

<5 

<5 

88.  WHITEWOOD 

2 

1 

252 

5.5 

2.5 

26-50 

6-25 

6-25 

89.  YORKTON 

— - 

■— = 
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Table  3-1 .  SPECIES  RECORDED  FROM  FIVE  OR  MORE  LOCALITIES 
(+  =  a  species  seen  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  count  day) 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

1.  ABERNETHY-KAT.  L. 

01  Jan.  1994 

2.  ARCOLA 

02  Jan.  1994 

3.  ARMIT 

31  Dec.  1993 

4.  ASSINIBOIA 

03  Jan.  1994 

5.  BANGOR 

29  Dec.  1993 

6.  BETHUNE 

03  Jan.  1994 

7.  BIGGAR 

24  Dec.  1993 

8.  BIG  MUDDY  LAKE 

30  Dec.  1993 

9.  BIRCH  HILLS 

02  Jan.  1994 

10.  BROADVIEW 

02  Jan.  1994 

11.  BROMHEAD 

02  Jan.  1994 

12.  CABRI 

26  Dec.  1993 

CANADA  GOOSE 

2 

MALLARD 

39 

2 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

+ 

BALD  EAGLE 

+ 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

2 

1 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

+ 

+ 

+ 

12 

1 

MERLIN 

1 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

44 

+ 

35 

+ 

8 

5 

49 

6 

4 

35 

72 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

3 

22 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

1 

+ 

11 

2 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

1 

2 

+ 

3 

18 

31 

15 

ROCK  DOVE 

14 

4 

+ 

2 

184 

18 

90 

65 

10 

10 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

SNOWY  OWL 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

+ 

2 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

1 

8 

3 

2 

1 

+ 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

4 

10 

4 

2 

+ 

1 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

3 

HORNED  LARK 

+ 

50 

17 

3,299 

25 

GRAY  JAY 

32 

BLUE  JAY 

9 

7 

14 

3 

+ 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

5 

22 

7 

8 

2 

4 

122 

51 

29 

31 

3 

5 

COMMON  RAVEN 

+ 

+ 

47 

1 

2 

10 

1 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

47 

32 

31 

12 

6 

14 

2 

19 

23 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

6 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

3 

2 

3 

2 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

2 

+ 

+ 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

.  121 

+ 

17 

116 

69 

150 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

6 

17 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

2 

1 

1 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

2 

3 

23 

4 

7 

HARRIS'  SPARROW 

1 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

1 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

17 

164 

SNOW  BUNTING 

45 

330 

11 

46 

50 

60 

201 

393 

38 

5,601 

3,442 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

3 

1 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

4 

PURPLE  FINCH 

1 

4 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

17 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

52 

21 

163 

15 

363 

7 

55 

13 

2 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

4 

4 

7 

PINE  SISKIN 

+ 

+ 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

39 

52 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

50 

320 

31 

122 

+ 

6 

1,323 

851 

187 

37 

71 

25 

NO.  INDIV.  TABLE  4&5 

2 

0 

7 

1 

0 

0 

55 

2 

0 

1 

6 

0 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  DAY 

17 

17 

24 

9 

11 

9 

20 

18 

16 

11 

14 

8 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  PERIOD 

26 

26 

24 

9 

15 

9 

23 

18 

17 

14 

14 

8 

NO.  SPECIES  TABLES  4&5 

2 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

NO.  INDIV.  COUNT  DAY 

443 

767 

457 

224 

94 

140 

2,445 

1,462 

584 

171 

9,252 

3,731 

14 


Blue  Jay 


Table  3-2.  SPECIES  RECORDED  FROM  FIVE  OR  MORE  LOCALITIES 
(+  =  a  species  seen  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  count  day) 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 


SPECIES 

13.  CANDLE  LAKE 

27  Dec.  1993 

14.  CECIL  FERRY 

18  Dec.  1993 

15.  CLARK'S  CROSSING 

18  Dec.  1993 

16.  CRAVEN 

18  Dec.  1993 

17.  CROOKED  LAKE 

30  Dec.  1993 

18.  DALMENY 

29  Dec.  1993 

19.  DILKE 

27  Dec.  1993 

20.  DUVAL 

31  Dec.  1993 

21.  EDAM 

30  Dec.  1993 

22.  ENDEAVOUR 

23  Dec.  1993 

23.  FENTON 

30  Dec.  1993 

24.  FORT  QU'APPELLE 

18  Dec.  1993 

CANADA  GOOSE 

2 

MALLARD 

2 

30 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

35 

BALD  EAGLE 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

3 

2 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

3 

1 

+ 

1 

MERLIN 

2 

1 

+ 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

30 

4 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

1 

7 

1 

+ 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

20 

1 

5 

1 

2 

ROCK  DOVE 

120 

71 

3 

17 

15 

2 

20 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

1 

1 

2 

1 

+ 

SNOWY  OWL 

4 

+ 

1 

+ 

6 

+ 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

+ 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

1 

+ 

HORNED  LARK 

1  ' 

49 

15 

GRAY  JAY 

7 

+ 

BLUE  JAY 

+ 

15 

3 

3 

2 

12 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

5 

256 

103 

11 

6 

21 

42 

6 

9 

29 

COMMON  RAVEN 

156 

14 

9 

8 

2 

50 

7 

1 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

56 

42 

57 

42 

2 

2 

10 

4 

6 

18 

82 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

22 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

15 

3 

4 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

+ 

4 

3 

2 

14 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

2 

20 

4 

1 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

12 

11 

41 

85 

+ 

50 

50 

81 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

10 

89 

20 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

1 

+ 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

8 

71 

+ 

+ 

HARRIS'  SPARROW 

1 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

1 

1 

+ 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

9 

263 

SNOW  BUNTING 

47 

402 

1 

100 

150 

355 

30 

2 

78 

+ 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

12 

4- 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

7 

12 

+ 

PURPLE  FINCH 

3 

+ 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

92 

*  + 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

60 

122 

15 

2 

20 

6 

30 

19 

’  17 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

2 

PINE  SISKIN 

8 

3 

5 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

14 

10 

30 

6 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

1,276 

340 

20 

28 

162 

100 

11 

302 

NO.  INDIV.  TABLE  4&5 

1 

0 

1 

15 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

9 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  DAY 

13 

4 

24 

24 

13 

7 

12 

10 

16 

15 

10 

29 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  PERIOD 

16 

4 

24 

26 

13 

7 

14 

12 

16 

17 

10 

42 

NO.  SPECIES  TABLES  4&5 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

9 

NO.  INDIV.  COUNT  DAY 

378 

74 

2,309 

888 

251 

151 

267 

873 

241 

163 

191 

656 

52(1).  March  1994 
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Table  3-3.  SPECIES  RECORDED  FROM  FIVE  OR  MORE  LOCALITIES 
(+  =  a  species  seen  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  count  day) 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

25.  FORT  WALSH 

17  Dec.  1993 

26.  GARDINER  DAM 

19  Dec.  1993 

27.  GOOD  SPIRIT  LAKE 

28  Dec.  1993 

28.  GOVENLOCK 

18  Dec.  1993 

29.  G.  CTR.-PIERCELAND 

26  Dec.  1993 

30.  GRASSLANDS  N.P. 

02  Jan.  1994 

31.  GRENFELL 

26  Dec.  1993 

32.  HEPBURN 

18  Dec.  1993 

33.  HUDSON  BAY 

19  Dec.  1993 

34.  HUMBOLDT 

26  Dec.  1993 

35.  INDIAN  HEAD 

02  Jan.  1994 

36.  KAMSACK 

26  Dec.  1993 

CANADA  GOOSE 

1 

3 

MALLARD 

1 

2,429 

12 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

1,025 

BALD  EAGLE 

+ 

37 

2 

1 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

4 

+ 

1 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

MERLIN 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

10 

+ 

+ 

8 

18 

8 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

4 

3 

3 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

+ 

1 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

+ 

2 

31 

+ 

14 

6 

14 

ROCK  DOVE 

2 

33 

2 

31 

155 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1 

4 

1 

SNOWY  OWL 

1 

1 

3 

1 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

1 

8 

3 

1 

4 

6 

19 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

1 

1 

9 

5 

6 

10 

9 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

1 

+ 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

1 

1 

4 

HORNED  LARK 

5 

196 

14 

7 

GRAY  JAY 

+ 

11 

6 

BLUE  JAY 

4 

24 

33 

4 

50 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

117 

85 

13 

17 

9 

76 

2 

9 

8 

51 

15 

COMMON  RAVEN 

7 

88 

211 

+ 

1 

36 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

50 

5 

52 

28 

1 

3 

62 

26 

82 

103 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

2 

+ 

15 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

1 

1 

5 

2 

3 

18 

3 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

2 

4 

1 

5 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

+ 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

40 

12 

+ 

+ 

20 

75 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

27 

25 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

4 

20 

HARRIS'  SPARROW 

1 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

14 

7 

12 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

SNOW  BUNTING 

130 

57 

163 

337 

375 

20 

+ 

230 

100 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

1 

1 

1 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

11 

8 

32 

PURPLE  FINCH 

4- 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

60 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

29 

21 

65 

8 

95 

72 

7 

52 

16 

71 

38 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

9 

1 

5 

PINE  SISKIN 

20 

54 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

6 

64 

42 

350 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

85 

467 

62 

362 

37 

115 

65 

5 

30 

120 

90 

NO.  INDIV.  TABLE  4&5 

13 

52 

1 

17 

14 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  DAY 

20 

23 

20 

14 

17 

16 

2 

6 

12 

9 

26 

30 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  PERIOD 

22 

24 

27 

16 

19 

16 

2 

6 

12 

15 

26 

30 

NO.  SPECIES  TABLES  4&5 

4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

NO.  INDIV.  COUNT  DAY 

488 

4,247 

469 

954 

474 

696 

66 

20 

465 

250 

722 

1,073 

16 


Blue  Jay 


Table  3-4.  SPECIES  RECORDED  FROM  FIVE  OR  MORE  LOCALITIES 
(+  =  a  species  seen  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  count  day) 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

37.  KELVINGTON 

26  Dec.  1993 

38.  KENASTON 

19  Dec.  1993 

39.  KILWINNING 

18  Dec.  1993 

40.  KINDERSLEY 

30  Dec.  1993 

41.  KINLOCH 

31  Dec.  1993 

42.  KUTAWAGAN 

29  Dec.  1993 

43.  KYLE-SASK.  LANDING 

26  Dec.  1993 

44.  LARONGE 

27  Dec.  1993 

45.  LAST  MTN.  L.  NWA 

26  Dec.  1993 

46.  LEADER  (NORTH) 

30  Dec.  1993 

47.  LEADER  (SOUTH) 

01  Jan.  1994 

1 

48.  LIVELONG 

29  Dec.  1993 

CANADA  GOOSE 

MALLARD 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

BALD  EAGLE 

1 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

1 

1 

2 

MERLIN 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

+ 

6 

2 

36 

49 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

14 

2 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

1 

+ 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

1 

8 

19 

40 

ROCK  DOVE 

59 

35 

14 

4 

11 

5 

497 

2 

30 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

1 

+ 

+ 

SNOWY  OWL 

+ 

1 

1 

+ 

1 

+ 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

6 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

4 

1 

3 

2 

10 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

+ 

HORNED  LARK 

14 

161 

GRAY  JAY 

7 

+ 

7 

BLUE  JAY 

2 

11 

5 

2 

1 

10 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

15 

11 

10 

6 

2 

17 

5 

1 

37 

15 

72 

COMMON  RAVEN 

22 

9 

7 

132 

5 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

20 

3 

13 

15 

18 

3 

25 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

8 

5 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

7 

1 

1 

4 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

3 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

3 

+ 

43 

25 

+ 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

+ 

1 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

1 

6 

HARRIS'  SPARROW 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

SNOW  BUNTING 

50 

575 

300 

+ 

165 

1,325 

11 

50 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

1 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

3 

10 

22 

30 

PURPLE  FINCH 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

2 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

21 

1 

185 

23 

32 

41 

2 

6 

40 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

2 

PINE  SISKIN 

2 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

32 

44 

8 

165 

20 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

10 

68 

91 

50 

19 

311 

233 

7 

210 

30 

NO.  INDIV.  TABLE  4S5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  DAY 

12 

9 

20 

5 

13 

9 

4 

12 

8 

11 

11 

12 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  PERIOD 

14 

9 

20 

9 

17 

9 

4 

12 

10 

11 

1 1 

14 

NO  SPECIES  TABLES  4&5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

NO.  INDIV.  COUNT  DAY 

186 

740 

435 

371 

101 

563 

55 

399 

2,170 

83 

510 

260 

52(1).  March  1994 
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Table  3-5.  SPECIES  RECORDED  FROM  FIVE  OR  MORE  LOCALITIES 
(+  =  a  species  seen  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  count  day) 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

49.  LOON  LAKE. 

18  Dec.  1993 

50.  LOVE-TORCH  RIVER 

29  Dec.  1993 

51.  LUSELAND 

03  Jan.  1994 

52.  MACDOWALL 

02  Jan.  1994 

53.  MARSDEN 

26  Dec.  1993 

54.  MEADOW  LAKE  (NW) 

01  Jan.  1994 

55.  MEADOW  L.  (TOWN) 

26  Dec.  1993 

56.  MELFORT 

26  Dec.  1993 

57.  MELVILLE 

25  Dec.  1993 

58.  MISSINIPE 

02  Dec.  1993 

59.  MOOSE  JAW 

26  Dec.  1993 

60.  MOOSE  MOUNTAIN 

17  Dec.  1993 

CANADA  GOOSE 

1 

MALLARD 

1 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

BALD  EAGLE 

1 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

+ 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

MERLIN 

+ 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

+ 

+ 

5 

11 

15 

20 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

+ 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

+ 

2 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2 

20 

8 

ROCK  DOVE 

98 

41 

12 

69 

13 

+ 

286 

4 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2 

3 

SNOWY  OWL 

1 

1 

1 

1 

+ 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

+ 

5 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

5 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

2 

14 

2 

6 

1 

2 

2 

+ 

3 

12 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

+ 

+ 

2 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

+ 

1 

1 

2 

HORNED  LARK 

GRAY  JAY 

2 

9 

3 

6 

4 

BLUE  JAY 

2 

29 

+ 

9 

4 

3 

29 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

1 

20 

49 

1 

17 

5 

3 

2 

18 

37 

COMMON  RAVEN 

3 

46 

6 

1 

46 

1 

1 

4 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

49 

133 

12 

60 

34 

10 

39 

3 

7 

6 

29 

60 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

8 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

13 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

1 

3 

1 

6 

9 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

1 

4 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

3 

1 

91 

+ 

285 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

+ 

+ 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

+ 

-1- 

1 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

14 

9 

1 

HARRIS'  SPARROW 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

18 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

SNOW  BUNTING 

35 

190 

631 

60 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

3 

13 

2 

5 

25 

+ 

PURPLE  FINCH 

+ 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

+ 

651 

205 

12 

12 

6 

34 

39 

163 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

7 

PINE  SISKIN 

1 

10 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

24 

276 

50 

6 

67 

12 

21 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

+ 

109 

61 

561 

86 

25 

159 

80 

NO.  INDIV.  TABLE  4&5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

7 

0 

0 

1 

1 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  DAY 

10 

20 

12 

12 

18 

10 

19 

6 

6 

7 

18 

13 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  PERIOD 

18 

24 

17 

15 

18 

10 

19 

6 

9 

1 1 

24 

13 

NO.  SPECIES  TABLES  4&5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

NO.  INDIV.  COUNT  DAY 

122 

1,608 

1,021 

167 

782 

41 

433 

28 

51 

48 

641 

695 

18 


Blue  Jay 


Table  3-6.  SPECIES  RECORDED  FROM  FIVE  OR  MORE  LOCALITIES 
(+  =  a  species  seen  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  count  day) 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

61.  NICOLLE  FLATS 

28  Dec.  1993 

62.  NIPAWIN 

02  Jan.  1994 

63.  PIKE  LAKE 

02  Jan.  1994 

64.  PR.  ALBERT  (NE) 

03  Jan.  1994 

65.  PR.  ALBERT  (CITY) 

30  Dec.  1993 

66.  PR.  ALBERT  N.P. 

19  Dec.  1993 

67.  QU'APPELLE  VAL.  D. 

19  Dec.  1993 

68.  RAYMORE 

25  Dec.  1993 

69.  REGINA 

26  Dec.  1993 

70.  ROCKGLEN 

01  Jan.  1994 

71.  ROSE  VALLEY 

26  Dec.  1993 

72.  SASK.  LANDING  P.P. 

20  Dec.  1993 

CANADA  GOOSE 

1 

3,140 

MALLARD 

20 

60 

+ 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

21 

BALD  EAGLE 

3 

2 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

+ 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

2 

2 

MERLIN 

+ 

1 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

17 

8 

14 

7 

19 

10 

57 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

1 

1 

2 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

4 

35 

15 

43 

1 

4 

3 

ROCK  DOVE 

25 

22 

8 

561 

5 

217 

1,537 

26 

10 

12 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

1 

2 

4 

5 

2 

1 

SNOWY  OWL 

2 

8 

+ 

11 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

4 

11 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

6 

21 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

+ 

1 

1 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

1 

1 

1 

HORNED  LARK 

2 

4 

4 

22 

68 

GRAY  JAY 

4 

1 

1 

BLUE  JAY 

1 1 

20 

2 

1 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

10 

18 

137 

2 

7 

6 

37 

28 

89 

26 

14 

44 

COMMON  RAVEN 

279 

10 

+ 

72 

13 

3 

7 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

6 

27 

174 

10 

18 

25 

7 

17 

23 

6 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

12 

1 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

4 

2 

+ 

1 

31 

1 

35 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

94 

10 

15 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

15 

406 

267 

70 

48 

23 

24 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

2 

17 

+ 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

1 

+ 

1 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

39 

+ 

1 

10 

3 

3 

HARRIS'  SPARROW 

1 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

SNOW  BUNTING 

371 

40 

1,300 

2 

57 

1.078 

2,662 

270 

18 

100 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

1 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

23 

1 

5 

PURPLE  FINCH 

+ 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

65 

1 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

114 

10 

11 

70 

20 

211 

6 

1 

140 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

1 

7 

PINE  SISKIN 

3 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

102 

3 

40 

6 

11 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

38 

6 

126 

60 

192 

307 

1,318 

56 

49 

40 

NO.  INDIV.  TABLE  4S5 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

2 

13 

0 

20 

1 

0 

1 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  DAY 

10 

17 

24 

10 

13 

16 

23 

22 

34 

9 

13 

17 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  PERIOD 

10 

18 

25 

12 

13 

16 

23 

29 

35 

9 

13 

18 

NO.  SPECIES  TABLES  4&5 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1 

11 

1 

0 

1 

NO.  INDIV.  COUNT  DAY 

490 

585 

2,488 

71 

1,023 

233 

495 

1,987 

9,017 

469 

131 

447 

52(1 ).  March  1 994 
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Table  3-7.  SPECIES  RECORDED  FROM  FIVE  OR  MORE  LOCALITIES 
(+  =  a  species  seen  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  count  day) 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 


SPECIES 

73.  SASKATOON 

26  Dec.  1993 

74.  SCOTT 

29  Dec.  1993 

75.  SKULL  CREEK 

26  Dec.  1993 

76.  SNOWDEN 

27  Dec.  1993 

77.  SPALDING 

30  Dec.  1993 

78.  SPINNEY  HILL 

31  Dec.  1993 

79.  SPRING  VALLEY 

02  Jan.  1994 

80.  SPRUCE  HOME 

01  Jan.  1994 

81.  SQUAW  RAPIDS 

22  Dec.  1993 

82.  SWIFT  CURRENT 

19  Dec.  1993 

83.  TURTLE  LAKE  (1) 

01  Jan.  1994 

84.  TURTLE  LAKE  (2) 

25  Dec.  1993 

CANADA  GOOSE 

+ 

+ 

MALLARD 

4 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

43 

245 

BALD  EAGLE 

3 

26 

'  2 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

1 

1 

+ 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

1 

+ 

4 

MERLIN 

+ 

+ 

1 

1 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

33 

20 

13 

42 

21 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

10 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

1 

10 

3 

1 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

29 

6 

1  ’ 

13 

2 

+ 

ROCK  DOVE 

1,081 

70 

1 

12 

1 

3 

17 

109 

1 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

3 

1 

9 

2 

1 

1 

1 

+ 

SNOWY  OWL 

5 

5 

+ 

+ 

2 

+ 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

14 

2 

11 

6 

2 

3 

2 

8 

8 

5 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

23 

11 

7 

1 

2 

2 

5 

7 

4 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

4 

3 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

+ 

3 

2 

1 

HORNED  LARK 

12 

39 

26 

GRAY  JAY 

7 

1 

10 

5 

2 

BLUE  JAY 

17 

6 

3 

3 

10 

25 

15 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

362 

106 

96 

47 

6 

31 

7 

2 

19 

193 

3 

15 

COMMON  RAVEN 

3 

2 

96 

2 

9 

2 

59 

15 

23 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

158 

22 

47 

102 

6 

22 

8 

40 

3 

25 

38 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

2 

6 

5 

4 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

31 

8 

2 

1 

17 

2 

4 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

+ 

4 

4 

+ 

1 

5 

5 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

1 

+ 

2 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

137 

31 

+ 

25 

23 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

431 

377 

+ 

25 

40 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

1 

2 

1 

+ 

' 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

8 

3 

+ 

15 

HARRIS'  SPARROW 

1 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

1 

1 

1 

102 

20 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

SNOW  BUNTING 

284 

907 

136 

10 

303 

250 

12 

115 

351 

30 

131 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

+ 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

2 

16 

7 

25 

30 

14 

PURPLE  FINCH 

1 

1 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

6 

40 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

212 

5 

39 

39 

+ 

126 

+ 

38 

127 

43 

25 

25 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

1 

20 

2 

4 

2 

1 

6 

30 

3 

PINE  SISKIN 

25 

+ 

15 

+ 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

221 

2 

12 

8 

50 

17 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

1,144 

501 

240 

31 

75 

35 

256 

650 

+ 

NO.  INDIV.  TABLE  4&5 

2 

20 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

52 

9 

0 

5 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  DAY 

30 

16 

21 

18 

8 

14 

9 

15 

22 

29 

20 

24 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  PERIOD 

32 

16 

29 

18 

13 

14 

15 

15 

22 

32 

20 

32 

NO.  SPECIES  TABLES  4&5 

2 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

4 

7 

0 

3 

NO.  INDIV.  COUNT  DAY 

4,058 

1,711 

1,014 

628 

95 

544 

628 

95 

771 

1,615 

311 

417 

20 


Blue  Jay 


Table  3-8.  SPECIES  RECORDED  FROM  FIVE  OR  MORE  LOCALITIES 
(+  =  a  species  seen  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  count  day) 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

85.  VAL  MARIE 

22  Dec.  1993 

86.  WEYBURN 

18  Dec.  1993 

87.  WHITE  BEAR 

20  Dec.  1993 

88.  WHITEWOOD 

30  Dec.  1993 

89.  YORKTON 

29  Dec.  1993 

TOTAL 

INDIVIDUALS 

NO.  OF  COUNTS 

COUNT  DAY 

NO.  OF  COUNTS 

COUNT  PERIOD 

CANADA  GOOSE 

3,150 

7 

9 

MALLARD 

7 

2,607 

12 

13 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

1,369 

5 

6 

BALD  EAGLE 

78 

10 

12 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

1 

16 

9 

13 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

1 

4 

47 

20 

25 

MERLIN 

+ 

1 

8 

7 

13 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

+ 

6 

49 

8 

804 

39 

47 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

6 

2 

69 

10 

11 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

46 

16 

21 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

2 

6 

1 

8 

437 

40 

47 

ROCK  DOVE 

162 

284 

40 

81 

6,333 

61 

63 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

4 

1 

2 

1 

83 

38 

45 

SNOWY  OWL 

2 

3 

+ 

+ 

73 

29 

43 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

1 

+ 

3 

1 

224 

60 

63 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

4 

4 

251 

54 

56 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

+ 

12 

6 

12 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

23 

14 

18 

HORNED  LARK 

22 

46 

4,098 

23 

24 

GRAY  JAY 

125 

20 

23 

BLUE  JAY 

1 

404 

39 

42 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

38 

28 

44 

33 

5 

2,976 

85 

85 

COMMON  RAVEN 

1 

3 

1,533 

49 

53 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

4 

65 

14 

2,325 

75 

75 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

96 

13 

14 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

2 

1 

243 

42 

43 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

4 

105 

29 

32 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

+ 

156 

12 

15 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

8 

10 

116 

2,604 

38 

46 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

14 

27 

1,127 

15 

19 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

1 

15 

13 

22 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

+ 

+ 

255 

22 

28 

HARRIS'  SPARROW 

1 

6 

6 

6 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

1 

195 

18 

19 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

5 

54 

512 

6 

6 

SNOW  BUNTING 

84 

225 

35 

136 

170 

25,263 

65 

68 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

2 

23 

9 

11 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

310 

26 

28 

PURPLE  FINCH 

6 

16 

6 

10 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

283 

8 

9 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

12 

22 

74 

175 

4,474 

72 

74 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

1 

119 

21 

21 

PINE  SISKIN 

10 

+ 

156 

13 

17 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

1,802 

34 

34 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

33 

1,136 

200 

197 

244 

15,744 

73 

74 

NO.  INDIV.  TABLE  4&5 

0 

23 

0 

1 

0 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  DAY 

9 

26 

10 

16 

14 

NO.  SPECIES  COUNT  PERIOD 

10 

30 

16 

19 

14 

NO.  SPECIES  TABLES  4&5 

0 

3 

3 

1 

0 

NO.  INDIV.  COUNT  DAY 

191 

1,755 

643 

589 

846 

J 

52(1).  March  1994 
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Table  4.  SPECIES  SEEN  ON  FEWER  THAN  FIVE  COUNTS 


SPECIES 

LOCATION  AND  NUMBER 

TUNDRA  SWAN 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l;  Qu'Appelle  Valley  Dam,1 

GREEN-WINGED  TEAL 

Qu'Appelle  Valley  Dam,1 ;  Swift  Current,  1 

AMERICAN  BLACK  DUCK 

Regina, 2 

BLACK  DUCK  X  MALLARD 

Regina,  1 

NORTHERN  PINTAIL 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l ;  Indian  Head,1 

AMERICAN  WIDGEON 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l 

REDHEAD 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l 

LESSER  SCAUP 

Broadview,  1 ;  Gardiner  Dam, 3 

BUFFLEHEAD 

Grand  Centre-Pierceland,2;  Qu'Appelle  Valley  Dam,1 

COMMON  MERGANSER 

Gardiner  Dam, 48;  Squaw  Rapids, 28 

RUDDY  DUCK 

Regina, 1 

TURKEY  VULTURE 

Assiniboia,  1 ;  Crooked  Lake.l 

SHARP-SHINNED  HAWK 

Swift  Current, + 

COOPER'S  HAWK 

Kamsack.l 

ROUGH-LEGGED  HAWK 

Govenlock,2;  Qu'Appelle  Valley  Dam,1 

PEREGRINE  FALCON 

Rockglen.l 

GYRFALCON 

Last  Mountain  Lake  NWA.1 ;  Moose  Mountains ;  Saskatoon, +;  White  Bear,+ 

PRAIRIE  FALCON 

Big  Muddy  Lake, 2;  Grasslands  National  Park.l ;  Skull  Creek, +;  White  Bear,+ 

CHUKAR 

Clark's  Crossing,  1 

SPRUCE  GROUSE 

Armit,2;  Loon  Lake,+;  Missinipe,+;  Turtle  Lake  (2),+ 

SAGE  GROUSE 

Govenlock,14;  Grasslands  National  Park, 7 

WILD  TURKEY 

Fort  Walsh, 8 

COMMON  SNIPE 

Saskatchewan  Landing  Prov.  Park.l 

MOURNING  DOVE 

Skull  Creek,  1 ;  Weyburn.l 

NORTHERN  HAWK  OWL 

Endeavour, 1;  Good  Spirit  Lake.l;  Nipawin,+ 

GREAT  GRAY  OWL 

Armit.l;  Turtle  Lake  (2), 4 

LONG-EARED  OWL 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l :  Kamsack.l 

BOREAL  OWL 

Loon  Lake,+ 

NORTHERN  SAW-WHET  OWL 

Good  Spirit  Lake,+;  Regina,  1 

YELLOW-BELLIED  SAPSUCKER 

Kamsack.l 

THREE-TOED  WOODPECKER 

Armit,2;  Candle  Lake.l ;  Fort  Walsh, 1 ;  Prince  Albert  National  Park.l ;  Squaw  Rapids, 2 

BLACK-BACKED  WOODPECKER 

Armit,2;  Marsden.1;  Meadow  Lake  (town),1;  Squaw  Rapids, 2 

AMERICAN  CROW 

Indian  Head.l ;  Regina, 2;  White  Bear,+ 

BROWN  CREEPER 

Regina, 2 

GOLDEN-CROWNED  KINGLET 

Fort  Walsh,  1;  Raymore,+;  Saskatoon, 2 

RUFOUS-SIDED  TOWHEE 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l ;  Leader  (north), 1 

AMERICAN  TREE  SPARROW 

Fort  Walsh, 3;  Grasslands  National  Park, 3 

CHIPPING  SPARROW 

Swift  Current, 2 

VESPER  SPARROW 

Swift  Current, 2 

FOX  SPARROW 

Kamsack.l 

SONG  SPARROW 

Abernethy-Katepwa  Lake.l ;  Spalding,  1 ;  Turtle  Lake  (2),  1 

LINCOLN'S  SPARROW 

Weyburn,+ 

WHITE-THROATED  SPARROW 

Regina,  1 ;  Spruce  Home.l 

WHITE-CROWNED  SPARROW 

Regina,  1 

RED-WINGED  BLACKBIRD 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l ;  Pike  Lake.l ;  Regina, 2 

WESTERN  MEADOWLARK 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l;  Skull  Creek, +;  Spring  Valley, 2 

BREWER'S  BLACKBIRD 

Gardiner  Dam,1 ;  Moose  Jaw.l ;  Pike  Lake.l 

COMMON  GRACKLE 

Fort  Qu'Appelle.l ;  Pike  Lake.l ;  Swift  Current, 2 

ROSY  FINCH 

Grasslands  National  Park, 4 

HOUSE  FINCH 

Melville, +;  Regina,  1;  Swift  Current, 1 ;  Weyburn,22 

RED  CROSSBILL 

Grand  Centre-Pierceland,12 

AMERICAN  GOLDFINCH 

Craven,  1 

22 
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Table  5.  BIRDS  NOT  IDENTIFIED  TO  SPECIES 


SPECIES 

LOCATION  AND  NUMBER 

WHITE  GOOSE  species 

Abernethy-Katepwa  Lake,1 

DUCK  species 

Crooked  Lake,1 

EAGLE  species 

Whitewood.l 

HAWK  species 

Spring  Valley,  1 

GULL  species 

Govenlock.l 

OWL  species 

Prince  Albert  National  Park,1 

WOODPECKER  species 

Pike  Lake, 3 

WAXWING  species 

Qu'Appelle  Valley  Dam, 9 

BLACKBIRD  species 

Swift  Current, 1 

REDPOLL  species 

Biggar,55;  Bromhead,6;  Craven, 14;  Melfort,7;  Pike  Lake, 5;  Regina, 8;  Scott, 20; 

Squaw  Rapids, 20 

UNIDENTIFIED  BIRD  species 

Fenton,  1 

Table  6.  SUMMARY  OF  NEW  OR  TYING  HIGH  COUNTS  ESTABLISHED  DURING  THE 
1993  COUNTS  (tying  counts  regular  type;  boldface/italic  indicates  a  new  record) 


LOCATION 

1993 

COUNT 

SPECIES 

PREVIOUS 

HIGH 

LOCATION  AND  YEAR 

Regina 

3140 

Canada  Goose 

2094 

Regina  (86) 

Regina 

2 

American  Black  Duck 

2 

Regina  (92) 

Regina 

1 

Am.  Black  Duck  X  Mallard 

NEW 

Gardiner  Dam 

1025 

Common  Goldeneye 

275 

Squaw  Rapids  (90) 

Kamsack 

1 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1 

1 1  counts  n.  to  N.  Battleford 

Rockglen 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

18  counts  n.  to  Squaw  Rapids- 
Carrot  River 

Kamsack 

4 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

3 

Squaw  Rapids  (79  &  86),  Somme 
(83) 

Bromhead 

3299 

Horned  Lark 

3050 

Fife  Lake  (90) 

Nipawin 

279 

Common  Raven 

261 

Hudson  Bay  (91) 

Saskatoon 

431 

Cedar  Waxwing 

120 

Indian  Head  (86) 

Fort  Qu'Appelle,  Leader  (North) 

1 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

1 

Moose  Jaw  (63) 

Swift  Current 

2 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

Indian  Head  (81) 

Swift  Current 

2 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1 

Saltcoats  (52) 

Kamsack 

1 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

Moose  Jaw  (85),  Biggar  (87), 
Saskatoon  (91) 

[Weyburn] 

1 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

1 

[Whitewood  (92)] 

Regina 

1 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1 

n.  to  Saskatoon 

Swift  Current 

102 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

50 

Yorkton  (53) 

Weyburn 

22 

House  Finch 

2 

Regina  (92) 

Craven 

1 

American  Goldfinch 

1 

Saskatoon  (79),  Regina  (81) 

52(1).  March  1994 
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Table  7.  COMPARISON  OF  1993  POPULATIONS  TO  1992  AND  AVERAGE  PAST 
YEARS  (1988-1992)  BASED  ON  PARTY  HOURS  PER  INDIVIDUAL 


SPECIES 

93  vs  92 

93  vs  5  yr 

CANADA  GOOSE 

541.4 

222.9 

MALLARD 

-70.9 

-70.4 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE 

258.6 

254.4 

BALD  EAGLE 

122.6 

187.5 

NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

-6.7 

-17.6 

GOLDEN  EAGLE 

57.7 

7.9 

MERLIN 

-12.5 

-41.7 

PRAIRIE  FALCON 

-83.3 

-71.4 

GRAY  PARTRIDGE 

-0.1 

-45.0 

RING-NECKED  PHEASANT 

-51.2 

-63.3 

SPRUCE  GROUSE 

-80.0 

-83.3 

RUFFED  GROUSE 

14.3 

-49.4 

SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 

-54.6 

-60.2 

ROCK  DOVE 

47.3 

15.9 

GREAT  HORNED  OWL 

-8.8 

-16.1 

SNOWY  OWL 

-1.5 

14.3 

SHORT-EARED  OWL 

-100.0 

-100.0 

DOWNY  WOODPECKER 

-17.2 

-8.3 

HAIRY  WOODPECKER 

-4.3 

6.7 

THREE-TOED  WOODPECKER 

100.0 

20.0 

NORTHERN  FLICKER 

-9.1 

-23.1 

PILEATED  WOODPECKER 

42.9 

17.6 

HORNED  LARK 

-19.4 

-6.4 

GRAY  JAY 

6.8 

14.6 

BLUE  JAY 

10.2 

2.9 

BLACK-BILLED  MAGPIE 

1.7 

-0.5 

COMMON  RAVEN 

25.4 

32.8 

BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 

-8.2 

5.8 

BOREAL  CHICKADEE 

21.4 

26.9 

RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

313.5 

147.1 

WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH 

-31.1 

-8.8 

BROWN  CREEPER 

-75.0 

-75.0 

GOLDEN-CROWNED  KINGLET 

-94.4 

-91.7 

AMERICAN  ROBIN 

885.7 

557.1 

BOHEMIAN  WAXWING 

-35.4 

-63.1 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

1117.0 

724.8 

NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

-40.9 

-43.5 

EUROPEAN  STARLING 

95.7 

-10.4 

AMERICAN  TREE  SPARROW 

-72.2 

-86.8 

DARK-EYED  JUNCO 

364.9 

224.5 

LAPLAND  LONGSPUR 

58.9 

-82.4 

SNOW  BUNTING 

69.3 

37.3 

RED-WINGED  BLACKBIRD 

-25.0 

-75.0 

RUSTY  BLACKBIRD 

33.3 

-31.0 

PINE  GROSBEAK 

-44.0 

-66.7 

RED  CROSSBILL 

0.0 

-60.0 

WHITE-WINGED  CROSSBILL 

2400.0 

74.8 

COMMON  REDPOLL 

394.6 

13.9 

HOARY  REDPOLL 

-62.5 

-86.4 

PINE  SISKIN 

475.0 

206.7 

EVENING  GROSBEAK 

1.6 

3.7 

HOUSE  SPARROW 

-2.9 

-7.4 

24 
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NORTHERN  HAWK  OWL 
IRRUPTIONS  IN  SASKATCHEWAN: 
1990-91  AND  1991-92 


PAUL  C.  JAMES,  Royal  Saskatchewan  Museum,  2340  Albert  Street, 
Regina,  Saskatchewan.  S4P  3V7 


The  Northern  Hawk  Owl,  along 
with  several  other  boreal  forest  owls, 
is  known  for  its  periodic  winter  inva¬ 
sions  of  areas  far  to  the  south  of  its 
normal  range. 2’3,4,17’18’19  Two  such 
irruptions  occurred  in  Saskatchewan 
during  the  winters  of  1990-91  and 
t991-92  and  are  reported  here.  In¬ 
formation  from  four  sources  was 
used:  1)  Saskatchewan  bird-watch¬ 
ers,  particularly  those  reporting  for 
American  Birds ;  2)  personal  obser¬ 
vations;  3)  Saskatchewan  Christmas 
Bird  Counts  (CBC’s);  and  4)  re¬ 
sponses  resulting  from  two  informa¬ 
tion  requests  published  in  the  Farm, 
Light  and  Power  newspaper  which 
reaches  every  farm  in  Saskatche¬ 
wan.  A  few  sightings  that  were  obvi¬ 
ously  not  Northern  Hawk  Owls,  and 
owls  that  were  seen  at  the  same  lo¬ 
cation  by  different  people,  were 
omitted. 

Numbers  and  Distribution  The 

number  and  distribution  of  hawk  owl 
sightings  in  both  winters  were  not 
the  same  (Figures  1  and  2).  There 
were  43  sightings  in  1990-91  and  85 
in  1991-92.  This  is  supported  by  the 
CBC  data  which  recorded  five  birds 
in  1990  and  32  in  1991. 8,9  For  com¬ 
parison,  the  average  number  of 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  seen  on  Sas¬ 
katchewan  CBC’s  in  the  preceding 
10  years  from  1980  to  1989  was  1.4, 
ranging  from  none  to 
three. 1’6’7,10'11'12'13’14’15’16  The  number 
of  owls  seen  in  1991-92  appears  to 
be  without  precedent  in  Saskat¬ 
chewan.  For  example,  Alan  Smith 


and  I  saw  six  in  one  day  east  of  Hud¬ 
son  Bay.  Muriel  Carlson  and  others 
saw  13  in  two  days  in  the  Squaw 
Rapids-Candle  Lake  area.  While  it  is 
not  possible  to  give  an  exact  count 
of  how  many  birds  were  involved  in 
both  winters,  it  is  likely  that  the  irrup¬ 
tions  involved  hundreds,  if  not  thou¬ 
sands,  of  Northern  Hawk  Owls. 

More  birds  —  11  —  were  seen 
south  of  51  °N  in  1990-91  than  in 
1991-92  —  4.  In  addition,  the  centre 
of  owl  abundance  in  1990-91  was  in 
the  Saskatoon-Prince  Albert-Melfort 
area  (Figure  1),  while  in  1991-92  it 
was  much  broader,  covering  the 
Prince  Albert-Nipawin-Melfort-Hud- 
son  Bay  area  (Figure  2). 

Behaviour  and  Food  Habits  Sight¬ 
ings  in  1990-91  were  from  6  October 
to  22  March,  ranging  from  three  in 
October  to  a  peak  of  14  in  January 
to  six  in  March.  In  1991-92,  the  earli¬ 
est  date  was  in  October  and  the  lat¬ 
est  on  8  March;  monthly  distributions 
went  from  2  in  October,  to  43  in  De¬ 
cember,  to  4  in  March. 

Northern  Hawk  Owls  are  known 
for  their  boldness.5  Many  people 
commented  on  this  to  me.  One  per¬ 
son  was  even  able  to  pet  an  owl! 
Many  of  the  owls  reported  were  seen 
in  association  with  farmyards,  pre¬ 
sumably  because  of  the  relative 
abundance  of  prey.  The  length  of 
time  that  an  owl  stayed  in  an  area 
varied  up  to  several  weeks. 
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ALBERTA 


U.5.A. 

Figure  1 .  Number  of  Northern  Hawk  Owl  sightings  per  degree  square  during  the  winter 
of  1990-91. 


Figure  2.  Number  of  Northern  Hawk  Owl  sightings  per  degree  square  during  the  winter 
of  1991-92. 
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Hawk  owls  eat  a  variety  of  small 
mammals  and  birds.2,3,4,1  ,18,19  Two 
instances  of  owls  eating  Red  Squir¬ 
rels  were  reported  to  me,  as  were 
three  instances  of  owls  catching 
mice  or  voles.  Hawk  owls  were  also 
seen  chasing  birds  at  feeders  and 
eating  House  Sparrows,  blackbirds, 
a  Hairy  Woodpecker,  a  Pileated 
Woodpecker,  and  a  Sharp-tailed 
Grouse.  In  the  case  of  the  grouse, 
the  owl  hit  a  window  while  pursuing 
its  prey  but  it  was  not  injured.  There 
was  also  one  reported  case  of  an 
owl  feeding  on  meat  that  had  been 
put  out  for  other  birds.  Another  owl 
fed  on  a  dead  blackbird  that  had 
been  placed  out  for  it. 

I  thank  Patsy  and  Jim  Duncan  for 
improving  an  earlier  draft  of  this  re¬ 
port,  and  the  numerous  people  who 
contributed  their  sightings  of  North¬ 
ern  Hawk  Owls  in  Saskatchewan. 
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ERRATA 


The  photographs  from  the  1993 
Annual  General  Meeting  of  Nature 
Saskatchewan  ( Blue  Jay  51:  231  - 


236)  should  all  have  been  credited  to 
Jurachi  Asai,  not  Pat  Adams. 
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UNUSUAL  AERIAL  DISPLAY  OF 
RED-TAILED  HAWK 


ROBERT  W.  NERO,  Box  24, 1495  St.  James  Street,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 
R3H  0W9 


Aerial  antics  associated  with  court¬ 
ship  displays  of  raptors  have  long 
fascinated  observers.  The  American 
poet  Walt  Whitman,  for  example,  in 
“The  Dalliance  of  the  Eagles”  rhap¬ 
sodized  thusly  (in  part): 

The  rushing  amorous  contact  high 
in  space  together, 

The  clinching,  interlocking  claws,  a 
living 

fierce,  gyrating  wheel, 

Four  beating  wings,  two  beaks,  a 
swirling 

mass  tight  grappling, 

In  tumbling,  turning,  clustered  loops, 
straight  downward  falling... 

For  the  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Bent 
noted:  “The  birds  are  apparently  in 
pairs  when  they  arrive  on  their 
breeding  grounds,  but  they  indulge 
in  nuptial  demonstrations  more  or 
less  all  through  the  nesting  season.  I 
have  seen  a  pair  of  these  hawks,  in 
May  when  there  were  young  in  the 
nest,  indulging  in  their  joint  flight  ma¬ 
noeuvres  high  above  the  woods 
where  the  nest  was  located;  they 
soared  in  great  circles,  crossing  and 
recrossing  each  other’s  paths,  some¬ 
times  almost  touching,  and  mounting 
higher  and  higher  until  almost  out  of 
sight;  finally  one  partially  closed  its 
wings  and  made  a  thrilling  dive  from 
a  dizzy  height,  checking  its  speed 
just  before  it  reached  the  wood.”1 

According  to  Palmer,  the  female’s 
reaction  to  the  male’s  close  ap¬ 
proach  or  contact  as  he  touches  her 
back  with  his  dangling  feet  in  flight  is 


usually  passive,  but  “sometimes  she 
turns  over  and  presents  her  talons 
upward;  ...  Two  birds  cartwheeling 
earthward  with  talons  interlocked  oc¬ 
casionally  are  seen  in  spring:  usually 
1  [one]  is  evidently  a  territory  holder 
and  the  other  is  an  interloper.  When 
they  are  about  to  crash,  they  disen- 
gage.”3 

Nothing  I  have  read  or  seen,  how¬ 
ever,  prepared  me  for  a  performance 
observed  on  24  April  1993.  Tara 
Evans  and  I  were  watching  for  mi¬ 
grating  hawks  at  a  site  in  the  Pem¬ 
bina  River  Valley  northeast  of 
Windygates,  Manitoba.  Because  of  a 
strong,  cold  wind  from  the  north,  we 
were  sitting  in  the  car  on  a  terrace 
on  the  south  side  of  the  valley.  Not 
many  raptors  were  moving;  those 
few  that  came  by,  however,  passed 
near  us  as  they  headed  northwest 
up  the  valley.  Whenever  we  saw  a 
hawk,  we  jumped  out  to  look  with 
binoculars.  It  was  sunny  and  the 
birds  were  conspicuous.  At  4:00 
p.m.,  a  pair  of  Red-tailed  Hawks,  ap¬ 
parently  local  birds,  provided  some 
spectacular  flying.  One  bird,  presum¬ 
ably  the  male,  repeatedly  soared 
much  higher  than  the  other,  far 
above  the  valley,  then  hurtled  down 
upon  the  other  bird.  On  at  least  four 
occasions,  at  the  last  moment  the 
lowermost  bird  rolled  over  onto  its 
back  and  the  two  birds  grabbed  each 
other’s  feet,  flapping  momentarily 
before  letting  go.  Twice  we  saw 
them  drop  together  more  than  100 
m,  both  times  going  out  of  sight  be¬ 
hind  trees  that  blocked  our  view  of 
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the  river  down  below.  In  each  case, 
it  was  a  few  minutes  before  the  birds 
came  back  into  sight.  The  first  time, 
they  fell  with  a  flurry  of  wings.  The 
second  time,  with  feet  locked,  they 
dropped  straight  down  while  lying  on 
their  backs  with  wings  extended.  At 
the  same  time,  perhaps  owing  to  the 
force  of  the  wind,  they  were  turning 
while  descending,  rotating  like  the 
blades  of  a  helicopter.  We  estimated 
that  they  made  two  to  three  revolu¬ 
tions  per  second  as  they  fell.  During 
this  dramatic  and  novel  manoeuvre 
both  of  us  shouted:  “They’re  upside 
down!” 

Once  before  I’d  seen  a  bird  flying 
upside  down.  That  was  a  courting 
Common  Raven  that  soared  up¬ 
wards  into  the  wind  over  a  cliff  to 
reach  its  mate:  “Several  times  the 
lower  bird  rose  rapidly  beneath  the 
other  and  then  when  near  suddenly 
flipped  over  onto  its  back  for  a  brief 
moment  with  wings  fully  outspread, 
reaching  up  with  its  feet  toward  the 
dangling  feet  of  the  upper  bird  —  an 
astonishing  feat  since  both  birds 
continued  to  soar  upwards.”2  The 
aerodynamics  of  birds  in  upside- 
down  position  are  beyond  my  com¬ 
prehension,  but  experienced  pilots 


fly  upside  down  with  ease.  Why  not 
birds? 

The  two  Red-tailed  Hawks  soon 
flew  into  nearby  woods  where  they 
alternately  perched  and  flew  after 
each  other,  as  if  they  had  an  interest 
in  nesting.  Dorothy  Schritt,  who  with 
her  husband,  Al,  annually  monitors 
migrant  raptors  at  this  site  —  where 
as  many  as  3,100  Red-tailed  Hawks 
have  been  seen  in  one  day  —  noted 
that  one  resident  red-tail  seen  here 
regularly  has  a  broken  primary,  a 
feature  not  evident  on  either  of  our 
two  birds.  After  I  described  the  excit¬ 
ing  aerial  gymnastics  we’d  seen, 
Dorothy  aptly  pointed  out  that  if  there 
had  been  good  numbers  of  raptors 
migrating,  we  might  have  missed  a 
moment  of  splendor. 

1.  Bent,  A.C.  1937.  Life  histories  of 
North  American  birds  of  prey.  Part  1 , 
U.S.  Natl.  Mus.  Bull.  167.  Reprinted 
by  Dover  Publications.  1961. 409  pp. 

2.  Nero,  R.W.  1963.  Birds  of  the  Lake 
Athabasca  region,  Saskatchewan. 
Spec.  Pub.  No.  5,  Sask.  Nat.  Hist. 
Soc.  143  pp. 

3.  Palmer,  R.S.  1988.  Handbook  of 
North  American  birds.  Vol.  5.  Yale 
University  Press,  New  Haven,  465  pp. 


Robin  is  one  of  the  most  native  and  democratic  of  our  birds;  he  is  one  of  the 
family,  and  seems  much  nearer  to  us  than  those  rare,  exotic  visitants,  as  the 
orchard  starling  or  the  rose-breaster  grosbeak,  with  their  distant  high-bred 
ways.  Hardy,  noisy,  frolicsome,  neighborly,  and  domestic  in  his  habits,  strong 
of  wing  and  bold  in  spirit,  he  is  the  pioneer  of  the  thrush  family,  and  well  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  finer  artists  whose  coming  he  heralds  and  in  a  measure  prepares  us 
for.  John  Burroughs.  1895.  Wake  Robin.  Houghton  Mifflin,  Boston. 
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NORTHERN  (BULLOCK'S)  ORIOLE 
AT  SASKATOON 


D.H.  WRIGHT,  Law  Courts,  520  Spadina  Crescent  East,  Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan.  S7K  3G7 


On  June  5,  1993,  I  made  one  of 
my  periodic  trips  to  a  marsh  located 
east  of  the  Saskatoon  airport  and 
Idylwyld  Drive,  and  immediately 
south  of  71st  Street.  It  is  part  of  a 
chain  of  marshes  that  have  gradually 
disappeared  as  “progress”  de¬ 
manded  more  land  for  commercial 
development. 

I  arrived  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
marsh  at  2:15  p.m.  It  was  a  sunny 
day,  the  temperature  approximately 
20°C,  and  windy.  This  area  has  long 
grass,  small  trees  and  shrubs  and 
willow  clumps.  It  is  quite  lush  and 
has  lots  of  natural  food  for  song¬ 
birds.  The  marsh  itself  supports  a 
large  number  of  songbirds,  coots, 
ducks,  geese  and  waders. 

As  I  began  my  walk  to  the  marsh  I 
heard  an  unfamiliar  call.  I  searched 
the  surrounding  bushes  for  several 
minutes  with  my  binoculars.  Finally,  I 
saw  a  bright  flash  as  a  robin-sized 
bird  flew  from  one  low  tree  to  an¬ 
other.  As  I  watched,  it  appeared 
among  the  leaves,  feeding  quickly 
and  moving  about  in  quite  an  ener¬ 
getic  fashion.  It  repeated  its  staccato 
call. 

The  single  adult  looked  initially 
and  superficially  like  the  Baltimore 
version  of  the  Northern  Oriole.  I  real¬ 
ized  after  a  few  seconds  that  it  was 
different.  It  was  paler  than  the  Balti- 
mores  I  have  frequently  seen  and  it 
seemed  slimmer.  Most  importantly  it 


did  not  have  a  black  hood.  It  did 
have  black  head  markings  and  the 
same  general  body  pattern.  I  was 
quite  surprised  and  turned  to  my  Na¬ 
tional  Geographic  bird  guide  to 
check.  At  that  instant  the  bird  flew  off 
and  began  feeding  in  another  tall 
shrub  further  away.  I  was  able  to  fol¬ 
low  this  feeding  activity  for  three  or 
four  minutes  and  the  most  prominent 
feature  of  the  bird  at  that  distance, 
other  than  its  bright  colour,  was  a 
white  wing  patch  which  showed  sev¬ 
eral  times  as  it  seemed  to  fan  or 
spread  its  wings  while  balancing  on 
the  thinner  branches  of  the  shrub.  Its 
song  continued  during  all  of  the 
feeding  activity  and  was  quite  unlike 
the  melodic  song  of  the  Baltimore.  I 
concluded  I  had  seen  a  male  adult 
Bullock’s  Oriole. 

The  foregoing  account  of  my  ob¬ 
servations  of  a  Bullock’s  Oriole 
prompts  me  to  add  these  comments. 
The  reader  should  understand  that 
the  views  expressed  here  are  of  an 
untrained  amateur  and  are  based 
largely  on  my  years  of  experience  as 
such.  It  strikes  me  as  anomalous 
that  the  “professional”  would  lump 
together  the  Baltimore  and  Bullock’s 
Orioles  under  the  general  category 
of  Northern  Oriole.  The  species 
seemed  to  me  quite  distinctive  both 
as  to  range  and  physical  appear¬ 
ance.  However,  if  they  are  to  be 
joined,  why  then  do  we  not  add  to 
the  same  category  the  Hooded 
Oriole,  which  is  remarkably  similar? 
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No  doubt  questions  of  this  sort  will 
be  debated  for  a  long  time.  I  have 
never  been  convinced,  moreover, 
that  it  was  appropriate  to  lump  to¬ 
gether  the  Audubon  and  Myrtle  War¬ 
blers  under  the  general  category  of 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler.  Again,  there 
are  significant  distinctions.  If  one  al¬ 
lows  for  this  kind  of  egalitarian  treat¬ 
ment  why  not  then  join  together  the 
Blackpoll  and  Black-and-White  War¬ 
blers,  which  are  very  similar  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  both  of  which  have 
similar  ranges,  in  part? 

I  can  appreciate  the  reasons  for 
bringing  together  the  Slate-colored 
and  Oregon  Juncos  under  the  gen¬ 
eral  category  of  the  Dark-Eyed 
Junco.  Undoubtedly  the  colour  vari¬ 
ations  observed  in  what  was  first 
perceived  to  be  two  separate  spe¬ 


cies  are  just  that,  colour  variations. 
All  of  which  brings  me  back  to  a 
comment  about  the  tendency  to 
merge  species  on  the  basis  of  what 
may  be  incomplete  information. 
Were  it  not  for  the  observations  of 
naturalists  who  recorded  the  songs 
of  a  number  of  Empidonax  flycatch¬ 
ers,  undoubtedly  some  of  these 
would  have  been  merged  into  some 
kind  of  common  species.  I  am  think¬ 
ing  particularly  of  the  Alder,  Least 
and  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers. 

Ed.  note:  More  and  more,  criteria 
other  than  plumage,  e.g.,  DNA,  con¬ 
tribute  to  our  knowledge  of  bird  rela¬ 
tionships.  Apparently  the  reason  for 
combining  the  orioles,  warblers  and 
juncos  mentioned  in  the  article  is 
that  they  interbreed  where  their 
ranges  overlap. 


The  development  of  new  techniques  for  examining  the  genetic  makeup  of 
birds,  e.g.,  comparison  of  mitochondrial  DNA,  has  invigorated  the  debate 
about  species  and  subspecies.  In  examining  a  series  of  species,  scientists 
found  that  Pacific  Northwest  yellowthroats  differed  from  yeliowthroats  in  the 
eastern  United  States  as  much  as  some  pairs  of  closely  related  species.  It 
seems  possible  that  birders  may  someday  be  faced  with  the  problem  of  sort¬ 
ing  out  the  yellowthroats,  a  task  that  promises  to  be  every  bit  as  exacting  as 
identifying  the  Empidonax  flycatcher.  Bird  Watcher’s  Digest  newsletter,  the 
Skimmer  (Feb/93). 
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POMARINE  JAEGER  AT  LAC  LA 
PLONGE,  SASKATCHEWAN 


BURKE  KOROL,  Department  of  Crop  Science  and  Plant  Ecology,  University 
of  Saskatchewan,  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan,  S7N  0W0  and  ROBERT 
WAPPLE,  #3-513  Dufferin  Avenue,  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan.  S7N  1C2 


In  the  spring  of  1993  the  authors 
were  hired  to  conduct  forest  song¬ 
bird  surveys  for  the  Forest  Bird  Pro¬ 
gram,  Canadian  Wildlife  Service 
(CWS).  On  10  June  unsettled 
weather  and  occasional  rain  in  the 
Beauval  area  caused  us  to  cancel 
our  daily  survey.  This  “down  time”  al¬ 
lowed  us  to  rent  a  boat  from  Dar- 
sana  Lodge  at  the  northwest  corner 
of  Lac  la  Plonge  and  go  fishing  for 
the  day. 

Fishing  was  slow  but  Robert  man¬ 
aged  to  catch  two  Lake  Trout  around 
1 100  h.  After  lunch  on  the  wavy  lake, 
we  headed  back  toward  camp.  At 
1345  h,  Robert  spotted  a  large,  dark, 
gull-sized  bird  flying  with  two  “white- 
headed”  gulls  about  500  m  to  the 
east.  In  order  to  confirm  the  dark 
bird’s  identity,  we  quickly  reeled  in 
our  lines  and  pursued  it.  As  we 
neared  the  three  birds  they  alighted 
on  the  water  and  we  soon  found  our¬ 
selves  viewing  a  light  phase  adult 
Pomarine  Jaeger  in  breeding 
plumage. 

Soon  all  three  birds  took  flight  and 
began  foraging  over  the  water  ap¬ 
proximately  50  m  from  our  boat. 
Each  of  us  viewed  the  jaeger 
through  8x  binoculars  and  we  could 
clearly  see  the  following  field  marks: 
black  cap,  yellow  sides  of  the  nape, 
sooty  brown  back,  white  rump  with 
faint  barring,  off-white  markings  on 
the  upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  the 
primaries,  complete  breast  band, 
whitish  belly,  black  feet  and  grey- 


brown  barring  on  the  axillars.  The 
most  distinguishing  field  marks  were 
the  two  stubby,  twisted  feathers  that 
protruded  about  1  cm  from  the  end 
of  the  tail.  Weather  conditions  at  the 
time  of  observations  were:  approxi¬ 
mate  10°C,  winds  east  at  approxi¬ 
mately  30  kmph,  overcast  with  light 
rain. 

The  jaeger’s  flight  was  heavy  but 
direct.  Its  body  looked  bulkier  than 
the  nearby  Herring  Gulls  and  its 
wings  appeared  shorter  and  broader. 
We  approached  to  within  5  m  of  the 
flying  jaeger  which  offered  us  excel¬ 
lent  views  from  many  different  an¬ 
gles.  After  about  five  minutes  of 
observation  we  tried  to  attract  it  even 
closer  with  some  food.  A  bun  was 
torn  up  and  tossed  in  the  water.  At 
first  the  jaeger  seemed  uninterested 
but  the  reaction  from  a  growing 
group  of  10  Herring  and  two  Califor¬ 
nia  Gulls  drew  its  attention.  Burke 
used  fish  entrails  to  feed  Mew  and 
Herring  Gulls  in  the  Wollaston  Lake 
area  in  the  spring  of  1989  and  de¬ 
cided  to  try  this  with  the  jaeger.  We 
began  to  throw  fish  parts,  on  the 
water  and  the  fun  began!  The  jaeger 
was  incredibly  daring,  immediately 
snatching  up  our  offerings.  It  would 
hover  1  m  above  us  while  the  grow¬ 
ing  mob  of  35  Herring  and  California 
Gulls  kept  their  distance.  Deciding 
not  to  throw  the  fish  parts  Burke 
merely  held  them  up  in  the  air.  On 
one  occasion  the  jaeger  took  trout 
eggs  from  his  hand  after  nipping  his 
fingers  twice  and  briefly  setting  its 
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left  foot  on  his  index  finger.  We  now 
realized  how  much  we  regretted 
leaving  the  camera  at  camp! 

For  the  next  15  minutes  the  birds 
hovered  above  us  and  caught  our 
offerings  in  midair.  The  jaeger  ate 
most  of  the  entrails  from  both  of  the 
approximately  2-kg  Lake  Trout.  It  did 
not  show  any  aggression  towards 
the  gulls  as  we  expected,  but  they 
did  not  challenge  the  jaeger  for  food 
and  kept  a  respectable  distance.  We 
assumed  that  the  bird  was  satiated 
when  it  eventually  left  us  at  1415  h, 
landing  on  the  water  200  m  north¬ 
east  of  us.  We  fed  the  rest  of  the  fish 
parts  to  the  gulls  which  were  consid¬ 
erably  bolder  now  that  the  jaeger 
had  left  the  area.  Once  all  the  scraps 
were  gone,  the  jaeger  was  no  longer 
visible. 

Our  experience  with  the  jaeger  on 
Lac  la  Plonge  left  us  quite  excited 
and  when  we  returned  the  boat  to 
Darsana  Lodge  we  told  the  lodge 
owners,  Carl  and  Marg  Boychuck, 
about  our  encounter.  They  were 
quite  interested  and  we  showed 
them  several  illustrations  of  Poma- 


rine  Jaegers  from  our  field  guides. 
We  spoke  to  Carl  on  12  June  and  he 
told  us  that  some  other  fishermen 
had  an  odd  experience  while  fishing 
on  Lac  la  Plonge  on  11  June.  The 
fishermen  told  him  of  a  “black  and 
white  seagull”  that  came  and  landed 
on  the  bow  of  their  boat  while  they 
were  fishing.  Later,  on  30  June, 
Marg  reported  that  the  jaeger  was 
seen  as  late  as  19  June,  indicating 
that  the  bird  may  have  been  in  the 
area  for  as  long  as  ten  days. 

Godfrey  noted  that  Pomarine 
Jaegers  are  very  rare  in  Saskatche¬ 
wan.1  Our  sighting  constitutes  only 
the  twelfth  known  record  of  this  spe¬ 
cies  in  Saskatchewan.9  The  previous 
eleven  records  are  listed  below: 
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Comment 
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Gulls 

ii 
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8 
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WEYBURN  SHOREBIRD  STUDY: 
1990-1992 


R.A.  BELANGER,  412  McGillivray  Drive,  Weyburn,  Saskatchewan.  S4H  1M1 


While  it  is  well  known  that  sewage 
cells  are  popular  spots  for  many 
birds,  especially  waterfowl,  it  wasn’t 
until  the  spring  of  1988  that  it  was 
discovered  that  the  Weyburn  site 
was  a  spectacular  stopping-off  loca¬ 
tion  for  shorebirds.  The  Weyburn  la¬ 
goon  system,  located  some  11.5  km 
south  of  the  city,  features  nine  cells 
which  are  separated  from  each  other 
by  high  dykes  (Figures  1  and  2).  The 
dykes  are  used  as  roads,  thus  serv¬ 
ing  birders  well. 

After  several  birding  tours  of  the 
area,  several  members  of  the  Wey¬ 
burn  Natural  History  Society  (NHS) 


felt  that  determining  numbers  and 
temporal  distribution  of  each  shore- 
bird  species  was  necessary  to  as¬ 
sess  the  role  of  the  area  as  a 
shorebird  staging  site  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Saskatchewan.  Also,  some  of  us 
felt  that  this  habitat  might  be  im¬ 
proved  if  it  were  generally  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  important  shorebird 
sanctuary. 

Ray  Belanger  agreed  to  spear¬ 
head  the  research,  which  consisted 
of  conducting  13  counts  between  31 
March  and  30  September.  Results, 
discussions  and  recommendation 
are  presented  below. 


Figure  1.  Aerial  view  of  the  nine  lagoon  cells.  R.  Gutfriend 
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Figure  2.  Note  the  varying  degrees  of  wetness. 


R.  Gutfriend 


1990,  22  May  to  9  September:  The 

statistics  for  the  initial  year  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  Weyburn  lagoon 
cells  are  truly  an  exceptional  gather¬ 
ing  place  for  shorebirds  (Table  1).  Of 
the  37  species  in  the  1990  Field 
Checklist  of  Saskatchewan  Birds,  23 
were  observed  during  13  separate 
counts.  Three  other  species  were 
seen  at  the  cells  but  did  not  appear 
during  the  project  visits.  At  this  point 
we  decided  to  extend  the  survey  for 
two  more  years. 

Several  points  of  interest  should 
be  noted.  Numbers  of  shorebirds  de¬ 
creased  with  increasing  water  levels. 
With  higher  water,  there  were  fewer 
shorebirds  and  more  ducks.  Partially 
wet  cells  attracted  more  species  and 
larger  numbers  of  shorebirds.  Com¬ 
pletely  dry  cells  resulted  in  few  or  no 
shorebirds. 

The  American  Avocet  numbers 
fluctuated  in  a  curious  way.  During 


the  three  weeks  from  30  June  to  24 
July,  their  population  diminished 
from  236  to  72  to  0  birds.  (Chicks 
were  seen  before  24  July.)  From  31 
July  to  13  August,  they  reappeared  - 
8,  7,  and  3  birds.  This  led  us  to  won¬ 
der  what  caused  the  sudden  de¬ 
crease  to  zero  and  then  their  return. 

1991,  19  April  to  15  September: 

Roughly  the  same  number  of  spe¬ 
cies  was  observed  in  1991  -  24  vs. 
23  (Table  2).  However,  fewer  indi¬ 
viduals  were  counted  in  1991,  down 
2,700  from  10,922.  This  may  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  fewer  counts  in  May 
and  June  and  more  in  April  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  fewer  shorebirds  were 
present.  Another  reason  may  have 
been  the  enormous  increase  in  rain 
in  1991,  leaving  all  cells  with  higher 
water  levels  and  fewer  sandbars. 

The  1991  summer  count  period 
changed  from  1990  out  of  necessity 
because  of  the  availability  of 
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1990-1992:  Based  on  the  39  counts: 

Number  of  species: 

29 

Number  of  birds: 

25,167 

Number  of  nesting  species: 

7 

Most  frequent  visitor: 

American  Avocet,  38  counts 

Least  frequent: 

One  count:  Whimbrel,  Long-billed  Curlew, 

Lesser  Golden  Plover; 

Two  counts:  Dunlin 

Most  abundant: 

Short-billed  Dowitcher:  6,310; 

Wilson’s  Phalarope:  5,315 

Rarest: 

Whimbrel,  Long-billed  Curlew,  Lesser  Golden 
Plover,  one  bird 

Longest  period: 

Avocet:  4  April-15  September,  1991 

counters.  It  also  gave  us  more  com¬ 
plete  seasonal  coverage. 

The  most  noticeable  decrease  was 
in  yellowleg  populations.  Greaters 
were  down  540  from  the  1990  total 
of  593.  There  were  2,000  fewer 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  than  1990’s 
2,374.  The  most  spectacular  in¬ 
crease  was  in  dowitchers,  from 
1,500  to  4,000  in  1991. 

1992,  5  May  to  6  September: 

Roughly  the  same  number  of  spe¬ 
cies  was  observed  in  each  of  the 
three  years  —  23,  24,  24.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  individuals  diminished  pro¬ 
gressively  during  the  three-year 
period  by  4,000  birds.  This  might  be 
related  to  count  dates  and  habitat 
changes.  Many  of  the  lagoon  cells 
were  completely  dry  in  1992  and  oth¬ 
ers,  as  a  result,  were  completely 
filled,  thus  reducing  suitable  habitat. 

The  most  unusual  observations  in 
1992  were  of  Long-billed  Curlew, 
Lesser  Golden  Plover  and  Western 
Sandpiper.  The  most  notable  de¬ 
crease  —  over  2,000  birds  —  was  in 
dowitchers.  Significant  increases 
over  1991  occurred  in  three  species: 
Greater  Yellowlegs  (384  in  1992 
from  53  in  1991);  Stilt  Sandpipers 
(747  from  24),  and  Baird’s  Sandpiper 
(141  from  73)  (see  Table  3). 


The  three-years’  averages  show 
that  the  Willet  and  avocet  could  be 
expected  in  every  two-week  period 
(Table  4).  The  highest  species 
counts  were  during  16-31  July  with 
24  species  and  1-15  and  16-31  Au¬ 
gust,  with  19  each.  Periods  with  the 
most  individuals  were  1-15  August 
with  1,151  sightings  and  16-31  July 
with  860. 

Conclusions  (1)  The  Weyburn  City 
Lagoon  Cells  have  proven  to  be  a 
major  stopover  for  shorebirds  in  this 
part  of  Saskatchewan.  Twenty-nine 
of  the  37  shorebird  species  found  in 
Saskatchewan  were  confirmed  to 
use  the  lagoon  and  it  is  quite  possi¬ 
ble  that  several  of  the  others  also 
use  it  but  were  not  present  on  survey 
days.  The  site  also  provides  breed¬ 
ing  habitat  for  seven  kinds  of  shore- 
birds. 

(2)  Shorebirds  are  attracted  to  vary¬ 
ing  conditions  of  the  lagoon  habitat 
but  seem  to  prefer  those  cells  which 
are  neither  completely  dry  nor  com¬ 
pletely  covered  with  water.  When 
water  is  too  deep,  it  seems  to  pose  a 
foraging  problem  for  most  shorebirds 
and  cells  with  no  water  seem  to  have 
none  of  the  sought-after  nutrients. 
Cells  which  contain  both  water  and 
sandbars  are  the  most  popular  gath¬ 
ering  sites. 
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Table  1.  WEYBURN  LAGOON  SHOREBIRD  SURVEY  —  1990 

Species 

#  Seen 

#  Dates 

First  Date 

Last  Date 

Observers* 

Black-bellied  Plover 

116 

3 

22  May 

2  Sep 

BC  LB  NP  RB 

Semipalmated  Plover 

17 

3 

22  May 

2  Sep 

BC  NP  RB  LB 

Killdeer** 

60 

11 

22  May 

3  Aug 

1LB  NP  RB 

American  Avocet** 

812 

12 

22  May 

2  Sep 

LB  NP  BC  RB 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

593 

7 

17  Jun 

2  Sep 

LB  NP  RB  BC 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2,374 

9 

22  May 

2  Sep 

LB  NP  RB  BC 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

12 

3 

24  Jul 

2  Sep 

NP  RG  RB 

Willet** 

500 

12 

27  May 

2  Sep 

RB  NP  BC 

Spotted  Sandpiper** 

78 

12 

22  May 

13  Aug 

LB  NP  RB 

Upland  Sandpiper** 

4 

2 

24  Jul 

30  Aug 

NP  RG  RB 

Whimbrel 

1 

1 

27  May 

RB  NP 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

1 

1 

22  May 

LB  NP  RB 

Marbled  Godwit** 

878 

11 

22  May 

13  Aug 

LB  NP  RB 

Sanderling 

257 

6 

22  May 

2  Sep 

LB  NP  RB  BC 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

657 

9 

22  May 

2  Sep 

LB  NP  RB  BC 

Least  Sandpiper 

24 

2 

22  May 

24  Jul 

LB  NP  RB 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

34 

1 

13  Aug 

RG  NP 

Dunlin 

18 

1 

2  Sep 

BC  NP  RB 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

27 

5 

27  May 

2  Sep 

RB  NP  BC 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

1,471 

7 

22  May 

2  Sep 

LB  NP  RB  BC 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

87 

2 

30  Jun 

5  Jul 

RB  BC  NP  RG 

Wilson’s  Phalarope** 

2,692 

12 

22  May 

5  Jul 

LB  NP  RB  BC 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

209 

3 

22  May 

13  Aug 

RB  NP  RG 

Total:  23  species 

10,922 

12 

Observation  dates:  22,  27  May;  7,  12,  17,  30  June;  5,  24,  31  July;  13  August;  4  September 
*  Observers:  Bill  Clark  (BC);  Leo  Belanger  (LB);  Nick  Postey  (NP);  Ray  Belanger  (RB);  Richard  Gutfriend  (RG) 

**  Nesting  activity 

(3)  Shorebirds  are  only  a  small  per¬ 
centage  of  the  birds  using  the  area. 
Others  include  several  species  of 
ducks,  grebes,  terns,  cranes,  song¬ 
birds  and  raptors.  Of  special  interest 
were  Prairie  Falcon,  Peregrine  Fal¬ 
con,  Merlin,  Sandhill  Crane,  Water 
Pipit  and  Savannah  Sparrow.  One 
species  —  Baird’s  Sparrow  —  desig¬ 
nated  as  Threatened  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  Status  of  Endangered 
Wildlife  in  Canada,  nests  around  the 
lagoons. 

(4)  Projects  such  as  this  evaluation 
of  a  special  habitat  should  attempt  to 
undertake  surveys  during  the  same 
period  each  year. 

Recommendations  (1)  Members  of 


City  Administration,  responsible  for 
upkeep  and  development  of  the  la¬ 
goon  cells,  and  the  Weyburn  Natural 
History  Society  should  collaborate  in 
an  attempt  to  manage  water  levels 
so  as  to  continue  attracting  birds  to 
this  special  habitat.  Depending  on 
the  contingencies  of  sewage  treat¬ 
ment,  it  may  be  possible  to  manage 
the  cells  so  as  to  increase  use  by 
shorebirds  and  other  wildlife. 

(2)  Habitat  enhancement,  such  as 
additional  trees,  should  be  dis¬ 
cussed. 

(3)  The  Weyburn  lagoon  cells  should 
be  publicized  as  a  major  gathering 
spot  for  shorebirds  in  Saskatchewan. 
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Table  2.  WEYBURN  LAGOON  SHOREBIRD  SURVEY  —  1991 


Species 

#  Seen 

#  Dates 

First  Date 

Last  Date 

Observers* 

Black-bellied  Plover 

90 

4 

10  May 

24  Aug 

NP  LB  RB  RG 

Semipalmated  Plover 

21 

5 

25  Apr 

15  Sep 

RG  RB  NP 

Killdeer** 

30 

7 

25  Apr 

24  Aug 

RG  RB 

American  Avocet** 

626 

13 

19  Apr 

15  Sep 

GB  RG  NP  RB 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

53 

9 

25  Apr 

14  Sep 

RG  RB  SS 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

279 

8 

25  Apr 

15  Sep 

RG  RB  NP 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

11 

1 

10  May 

NP  LB  RB 

Wilier 

140 

9 

25  Apr 

14  Sep 

RG  RB  SS 

Spotted  Sandpiper** 

83 

7 

10  May 

24  Aug 

RG  RB  NP  LB 

Upland  Sandpiper** 

1 

1 

10  May 

NP  LB  RB 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

146 

3 

19  Apr 

10  May 

GB  RG  NP 

LB  RB 

Marbled  Godwit** 

280 

9 

19  Apr 

29  Aug 

GB  RG  NP  RB 

Red  Knot 

6 

1 

29  Aug 

NP  RG  RB 

Sanderling 

268 

4 

25  Apr 

15  Sep 

NP  RG  RB 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

373 

9 

10  May 

5  Sep 

LB  RG  NP  RB 

Least  Sandpiper 

125 

3 

25  Apr 

14  Sep 

SS  RB  RG 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

32 

1 

29  Aug 

NP  RG  RB 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

73 

3 

19  Apr 

15  Sep 

GB  RG  NP  RB 

Dunlin 

67 

4 

24  Jul 

29  Aug 

RG  RB  NP 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

32 

3 

24  Jul 

14  Sep 

NP  RB  SS  RG 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

24 

1 

10  May 

NP  LB  RB 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

3,118 

10 

10  May 

15  Sep 

LB  NP  RB 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

896 

3 

10  May 

15  Sep 

LB  NP  RB 

Wilson's  Phalarope** 

1,432 

9 

1  Jun 

9  Sep 

SS  RR  RB 

Total:  24  species 

8,206 

13 

Observation  dates:  19,  25  April;  10  May;  1  June;  9,  13,  24  July;  22,  24,  29  August;  2,  14,  15  September 
*  Observers:  Leo  and  Ray  Belanger  (LB,  RB);  Nick  Postey  (NP);  Richard  Gutfriend  (RG);  Greg  Bobbitt  (GB),  Ron 
Rumball  (RR),  Stew  Stairmand  (SS) 

**  Nesting  activity 


Black-bellied  Plover  P.S.  Taylor 
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Table  3.  WEYBURN  LAGOON  SHOREBIRD  SURVEY  —  1992 


Species 

#  Seen 

#  Dates 

First  Date 

Last  Date 

Observers* 

Black-bellied  Plover 

8 

2 

5  May 

31  Jul 

NP  RG 

Lesser  Golden  Plover 

1 

1 

31  Jul 

RD  CD  PL 

GB  RG 

Semipalmated  Plover 

23 

2 

31  Jul 

6  Aug 

CD  RD  PL 

GB  RG  NP 

Killdeer** 

46 

11 

5  May 

20  Aug 

SS  GS  PL  RB 

American  Avocet** 

835 

13 

5  May 

6  Sep 

RB  BL  NP  LB 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

384 

8 

26  Jun 

6  Sep 

NP  RB  LB  BL 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

584 

8 

26  Jun 

20  Aug 

RB  NP  LB  BL 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

20  Aug 

RG  GB 

Willet** 

91 

10 

5  May 

6  Aug 

PL  BL  NK  HK 

RG 

Spotted  Sandpiper** 

118 

11 

5  May 

20  Aug 

RB  NP 

Upland  Sandpiper** 

2 

2 

24  Jul 

26  Jul 

RB  NP 

Marbled  Godwit** 

175 

10 

5  May 

13  Aug 

RB  NP  SS  GS 

Long-billed  Curlew 

1 

1 

24  Jul 

RB  NP 

Sanderling 

16 

2 

20  May 

23  May 

NP  RG  GB  PL 

Western  Sandpiper 

20 

1 

13  Aug 

RG  NP 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

602 

10 

5  May 

20  Aug 

RB  SS  PL  NP 

RG 

Least  Sandpiper 

2 

1 

20  Aug 

20  Aug 

RG  NP 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

141 

5 

24  Jul 

13  Aug 

LB  NP  RG 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

83 

5 

20  May 

13  Aug 

RG  NP 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

747 

8 

23  May 

6  Sep 

GB  NP  BL  RB 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

1,721 

10 

20  May 

20  Aug 

RB  NP  BL  RG 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

122 

4 

6  Jul 

6  Sep 

GB  RG  BL  LB 

RB 

Wilson’s  Phalarope** 

1,191 

11 

20  May 

20  Aug 

NP  RG 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

121 

4 

20  May 

6  Sep 

RG  NP  BL  RS 

LB 

Total:  24  species 

7,059 

14 

Observation  dates:  5,  20,  23  May;  2,  26  June;  6,  24,  26,  31  July;  6,  13,  20  August;  6,  8  September 
*  Observers:  Leo  and  Ray  Belanger  (L.B,  RB);  Chris  and  Ross  Douglas  (CD,  RD);  Harry  and  Norma  Kapusianyk 
(HK,  NK);  Bob  Luterbach  (BL);  Nick  Postey  (NP);  Richard  Gutfriend  (RG);  Greg  Bobbitt  (GB);  Gord  and  Stew 
Stairmand  (GS,  SS);  Bill  and  Phil  Layh  (BL,  PL). 

**  Nesting  activity 


Spotted  Sandpiper  Frank  A.  Switzer 
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Table  4.  BIWEEKLY  OCCURRENCE  OF  SHOREBIRDS 

AT  WEYBURN  SEWAGE  LAGOONS  —  1990-1992 

Apr 

May 

May 

Jun 

Jun 

Jul 

Jul 

Aug 

Aug 

Sep 

15-30 

1-15 

16-31 

1-15 

16-30 

1-15 

16-31 

1-15 

16-31 

1-15 

Counts:  39 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

6 

4 

4 

5 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  BIRDS  PER  COUNT 

Black-bellied  Plover 

22 

9 

1 

12 

16 

Lesser  Golden  Plover 

L 

L 

Semi-palmated  Plover 

2 

3 

1 

8 

1 

1 

Killdeer** 

3 

5 

5 

2 

10 

6 

3 

1 

2 

American  Avocet** 

43 

112 

62 

50 

164 

69 

38 

13 

2 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6 

L 

18 

2 

64 

108 

9 

17 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

29 

1 

46 

52 

121 

389 

53 

59 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

6 

1 

1 

1 

L 

Willet** 

9 

13 

11 

7 

24 

9 

35 

64 

3 

3 

Spotted  Sandpiper** 

31 

8 

9 

8 

2 

9 

8 

4 

Upland  Sandpiper** 

1 

L 

1 

Long-billed  Curlew 

L 

Whimbrel 

L 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

70 

3 

2 

Marbled  Godwitt** 

20 

33 

16 

14 

148 

46 

42 

24 

7 

Red  Knot 

2 

Sanderling 

64 

38 

11 

15 

5 

28 

Western  Sandpiper 

5 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

58 

88 

14 

16 

44 

22 

125 

40 

31 

Least  Sandpiper 

33 

2 

13 

2 

1 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

1 

8 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

15 

15 

17 

16 

2 

3 

Dunlin 

5 

9 

4 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

4 

11 

3 

3 

3 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

12 

100 

8 

5 

12 

3 

39 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

175 

63 

6 

137 

133 

181 

204 

526 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

8 

4 

18 

106 

20 

50 

Wilson’s  Phalarope** 

241 

83 

140 

106 

228 

103 

153 

25 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

18 

1 

1 

51 

17 

Total  Birds 

294 

535 

641 

208 

580 

509 

860 

1151 

516 

794 

Species  (29) 

11 

16 

17 

11 

13 

13 

24 

19 

19 

16 

L  =  average  less  than  0.5  birds 

Willet  Wayne  Lynch 
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RUFFED  GROUSE  DANCE 


KEITH  BARR,  40  Richardson  Crescent,  Regina,  Saskatchewan.  S4S  4J3 


It  has  been  many  years  since  I 
have  seen  a  Ruffed  Grouse  drum¬ 
ming  on  a  log.  My  wife  has  never 
witnessed  this  event.  On  a  pleasant 
spring  morning  we  drive  to  the 
Qu’Appelle  Valley  and  then  along  an 
old  trail  in  a  cow  pasture,  stopping 
every  now  and  then  to  listen.  We 
come  to  a  muddy  part  on  the  trail 
and  decide  that  it  is  too  far  to  walk 
for  a  tow  truck  should  I  not  make  it 
through.  We  get  out  of  the  car  and 
hear  what  seems  to  be  someone  try¬ 
ing  to  start  a  small  gasoline  engine 
without  success.  Had  I  not  known 
better,  I  would  have  dismissed  the 


Ruffed  Grouse  before  display 

Keith  Barr 


sound  as  that.  I  know  that  it  is  a 
Ruffed  Grouse  drumming. 

We  make  our  way  into  the  bush, 
stopping  every  few  minutes  and  wait 
for  the  grouse  to  drum  so  that  we 
can  locate  him.  Finally  we  spot  him 
sitting  on  a  large  moss-covered  log. 
We  get  too  close  and  the  grouse  dis¬ 
appears.  We  go  back  to  the  car  and 
get  the  blind  and  set  it  up  about  40 
feet  from  the  log  and  leave.  We  con¬ 
tinue  along  the  trail  on  foot  and  hear 
another  grouse  drumming.  We  also 
locate  this  bird,  come  back  to  the  car 


Ruffed  Grouse  begins  display 

Keith  Barr 
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Drumming 


Keith  Barr 


and  leave,  planning  to  be  back  the 
next  morning. 

However,  the  best  laid  plans  of 
grouse  and  men  ...  we  don’t  get 
back  for  two  days.  The  grouse 
should  be  well  accustomed  to  the 
blind  by  now.  We  walk  slowly  into 
the  bush,  trying  to  be  as  quiet  as 
possible,  but  with  size  10  hiking 
boots  walking  on  dry  leaves  and 
sticks  it  is  not  possible  to  be  quiet. 
We  stop  every  now  and  then  and 
wait  for  the  grouse  to  drum.  We  get 
close  to  the  blind  and  the  grouse  is 
still  on  his  log.  We  inch  closer.  We 
are  about  to  enter  the  blind  when  I 
get  the  idea  that  if  he  will  let  us  get 
this  close,  maybe  we  can  sit  in  front 
of  the  blind.  We  inch  in  front  of  the 
blind  and  set  up  the  camera.  The 
grouse  has  not  moved  and  starts  to 
drum.  He  has  accepted  us  as  being 


harmless.  We  sit,  watch  and  take 
pictures.  A  Red-tailed  Hawk  flies 
overhead.  The  grouse  cocks  his 
head  sideways  and  stretches  his 
neck  to  get  a  better  view,  then  re¬ 
turns  to  his  drumming. 

End  of  Act  One  as  he  slowly  struts 
stage  left  and  disappears  into  a 
thicket.  After  a  ten-minute  intermis¬ 
sion  the  star  reappears  and  repeats 
Act  One.  It  seems  to  me  we  have 
been  watching  this  performance  long 
enough.  I  am  going  to  see  how  close 
I  can  get.  I  slowly  move  forward  and 
get  to  within  23  feet  before  he  reluc¬ 
tantly  saunters  stage  left  and  disap¬ 
pears  into  the  thicket.  We  pick  up  the 
cameras  and  blind  and  leave  feeling 
quite  pleased  that  the  grouse  had 
been  willing  to  accept  us  as  we  were 
only  about  35  feet  away. 


SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS 
MAMMAL  COUNT  —  1 993 


Compiled  by  WAYNE  C.  HARRIS  and  SHEILA  M.  LAMONT,  Box  414, 
Raymore,  Saskatchewan.  SOA  3J0 


The  number  of  mammal  counts 
conducted  this  year  was  72,  up 
slightly  from  last  year’s  69  but  below 
the  record  number  set  two  years  ago 
of  82.  The  number  of  species  re¬ 
corded  was  also  between  the  num¬ 
bers  recorded  last  year  (36)  and 
1991  (44)  at  38. 

No  new  species  were  recorded, 
and  no  species  considered  unusual 
were  sighted.  Encouraging  is  the 
continued  reports  of  the  re¬ 
introduced  Swift  Fox  from  counts  in 
the  southwest  portion  of  the  prov¬ 
ince.  This  may  very  well  be  an  indi¬ 
cator  of  the  impending  success  of 
the  program. 

Generally  numbers  were  similar  to 
last  year  as  was  the  frequency  of  oc¬ 
currence  on  counts.  The  only  possi¬ 
ble  exception  were  the  relative 
scarcity  of  White-tailed  Jack  Rabbits, 
though  still  widespread  and  relatively 
common,  several  people  commented 
on  the  reduced  numbers.  Prong¬ 
horns  were  also  fewer  but  this  is 
probably  a  reflection  of  greater  snow 
cover  forcing  the  animals  to  concen¬ 
trate  in  areas  not  covered  by  counts 
or  possibly  a  southward  movement 
into  Montana  where  there  is  less 
snow. 


Coyote  numbers  were  slightly 
above  the  levels  of  the  past  two 
years. 

For  weather,  coverage  and  partici¬ 
pants  please  refer  to  the  Christmas 
Bird  Count  found  elsewhere  in  this 
issue.  Numbers  appearing  before 
the  count  location  name  in  the  tables 
refer  to  the  location  of  the  count  on 
the  map  included  with  the  bird 
counts.  For  those  localities  where  no 
mammal  count  was  undertaken  Total 
Species  equals  “0”.  Some  areas  that 
had  bird  counts  did  not  submit  a 
mammal  count.  In  the  tables  a  nu¬ 
meral  alone  indicates  that  the  ani¬ 
mals  were  actually  seen,  while  a 
letter  preceding  the  number  means 
that  the  number  was  inferred  by  the 
means  defined  below.  A  letter  alone 
indicates  that  the  species  was  pre¬ 
sent  but  it  was  either  impossible  to 
estimate  the  numbers  or  that  no  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  do  so. 

T  =  tracks 

L  =  active  lodge  or  hut 
D  =  dead  animal  found 
d  =  fresh  diggings  found 
S  =  smell  or  odour 
H  =  heard 

+  =  present  during  the  count 
period  (Dec.  17  to  Jan.  3)  but  not 
found  on  count  day. 
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Table  1  -1 .  SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS  MAMMAL  COUNTS 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

1.  ABERNETHY-KAT.  L. 

01  Jan.  1994 

2.  ARCOLA 

02  Jan.  1994 

3.  ARMIT 

31  Dec.  1993 

4.  ASSINIBOIA 

03  Jan.  1994 

5.  BANGOR 

29  Dec.  1993 

6.  BETHUNE 

03  Jan.  1994 

7.  BIGGAR 

24  Dec.  1993 

8.  BIG  MUDDY  LAKE 

30  Dec.  1993 

9.  BIRCH  HILLS 

02  Jan.  1994 

10.  BROADVIEW 

02  Jan.  1994 

11.  BROMHEAD 

02  Jan.  1994 

12.  CABRI 

26  Dec.  1993 

MASKED  SHREW 

SHREW  species 

EASTERN  COTTONTAIL 

NUTTALL'S  COTTONTAIL 
COTTONTAIL  species 

4 

1 

SNOWSHOE  HARE 

WHITE-TAILED  JACK  RABBIT 

GREY  SQUIRREL 

FOX  SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN  RED  SQUIRREL 

+ 

1 

+ 

+ 

1 

H-  1 — 

5 

7 

2 

1 

TO) 

T  (3) 

1 

T(22) 

T  (2) 

1 

NORTHERN  FLYING  SQUIRREL 
SQUIRREL  species 

NORTHERN  POCKET  GOPHER 

AMERICAN  BEAVER 

DEER  MOUSE 

6 

L(2) 

T  (3) 

GAPPER'S  RED-BACKED  VOLE 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW  VOLE 

VOLE  species 

MOUSE  species 

+ 

2 

1 

T(2) 

T  (2) 

T(2) 

NORWAY  RAT 

HOUSE  MOUSE 

AMERICAN  PORCUPINE 

COYOTE 

WOLF 

+ 

+ 

1 

1 

2 

T  (4) 

3 

TO) 

H(2) 

4 

2 

6 

T(2) 

2 

RED  FOX 

SWIFT  FOX 

RACCOON 

FISHER 

ERMINE 

1 

1 

T  (2) 

T(1) 

1 

1 

T(1) 

TO) 

1 

LONG-TAILED  WEASEL 

LEAST  WEASEL 

WEASEL  species 

AMERICAN  MINK 

AMERICAN  BADGER 

+ 

T  (2) 

T(2) 

1 

1 

d(2) 

T(4) 

STRIPED  SKUNK 

RIVER  OTTER 

FERAL  CAT 

MULE  DEER 

WHITE-TAILED  DEER 

3 

3 

7 

7 

T  (4) 

1 

6 

56 

T(1) 

2 

+ 

6 

15 

2 

T  (2) 

39 

+ 

DEER  species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN  ELK 

PRONGHORN 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

6 

12 

T(2) 
T  (4) 

14 

7 

9 

2 

7 

8 

7 

0 

5 

1 
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Table  1-2.  SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS  MAMMAL  COUNTS 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

13.  CANDLE  LAKE 

27  Dec.  1993 

14.  CECIL  FERRY 

18  Dec.  1993 

15.  CLARK'S  CROSSING 

18  Dec.  1993 

16.  CRAVEN 

18  Dec.  1993 

17.  CROOKED  LAKE 

30  Dec.  1993 

18.  DALMENY 

29  Dec.  1993 

19.  DILKE 

27  Dec.  1993 

20.  DUVAL 

31  Dec.  1993 

21.  EDAM 

30  Dec.  1993 

22.  ENDEAVOUR 

23  Dec.  1993 

23.  FENTON 

30  Dec.  1993 

24.  FORT  QU'APPELLE 

18  Dec.  1993 

MASKED  SHREW 

SHREW  species 

EASTERN  COTTONTAIL 

NUTTALL'S  COTTONTAIL 
COTTONTAIL  species 

T(2) 

T(1) 

T  (3) 

SNOWSHOE  HARE 

WHITE-TAILED  JACK  RABBIT 

GREY  SQUIRREL 

FOX  SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN  RED  SQUIRREL 

T  (25) 

1 1 

2 

T(16) 

T(3) 

TOO) 

1 

2 

TO) 

T 

1 

1 

1 

+ 

+ 

4 

NORTHERN  FLYING  SQUIRREL 
SQUIRREL  species 

NORTHERN  POCKET  GOPHER 

AMERICAN  BEAVER 

DEER  MOUSE 

1 

+ 

GAPPER'S  RED-BACKED  VOLE 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW  VOLE 

VOLE  species 

MOUSE  species 

T 

T 

2 

T  (2) 

1 

T  (2) 
T(26) 

1 

T 

1 

1 

5 

+ 

NORWAY  RAT 

HOUSE  MOUSE 

AMERICAN  PORCUPINE 

COYOTE 

WOLF 

T(1) 

H(9) 

T(1) 

+ 

+ 

RED  FOX 

SWIFT  FOX 

RACCOON 

FISHER 

ERMINE 

T 

1 

TO) 

TO) 

2 

T  (3) 

+ 

+ 

LONG-TAILED  WEASEL 

LEAST  WEASEL 

WEASEL  species 

AMERICAN  MINK 

AMERICAN  BADGER 

T 

T  (2) 

d(1) 

T(1) 

T(1) 

T(1) 

1 

+ 

2 

STRIPED  SKUNK 

RIVER  OTTER 

FERAL  CAT 

MULE  DEER 

WHITE-TAILED  DEER 

T 

2 

TO) 

3 

49 

T 

7 

2 

8 

T 

+ 

1 

DEER  species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN  ELK 

PRONGHORN 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

9 

2 

T(6) 

13 

T  (33) 

15 

5 

0 

0 

4 

2 

2 

TO) 

7 

0 

15 
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Table  1-3.  SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS  MAMMAL  COUNTS 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

25.  FORT  WALSH 

17  Dec.  1993 

26.  GARDINER  DAM 

19  Dec.  1993 

27.  GOOD  SPIRIT  LAKE 

28  Dec.  1993 

_ 

28.  GOVENLOCK 

18  Dec.  1993 

29.  G.  CTR.-PIERCELAND 

26  Dec.  1993 

30.  GRASSLANDS  N.P. 

02  Jan.  1994 

31.  GRENFELL 

26  Dec.  1993 

32.  HEPBURN 

18  Dec.  1993 

33.  HUDSON  BAY 

19  Dec.  1993 

34.  HUMBOLDT 

26  Dec.  1993 

35.  INDIAN  HEAD 

02  Jan.  1994 

36.  KAMSACK 

26  Dec.  1993 

MASKED  SHREW 

SHREW  species 

EASTERN  COTTONTAIL 

NUTTALL'S  COTTONTAIL 
COTTONTAIL  species 

6 

2 

2 

SNOWSHOE  HARE 

WHITE-TAILED  JACK  RABBIT 

GREY  SQUIRREL 

FOX  SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN  RED  SQUIRREL 

1 

27 

T  (2) 

TO  6) 
T  (3) 

1 

T(5) 

1 

T(8) 

+ 

3 

8 

3 

3 

NORTHERN  FLYING  SQUIRREL 
SQUIRREL  species 

NORTHERN  POCKET  GOPHER 

AMERICAN  BEAVER 

DEER  MOUSE 

d(2) 

L(2) 

2 

L(1) 

GAPPER'S  RED-BACKED  VOLE 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW  VOLE 

VOLE  species 

MOUSE  species 

2 

1 

TOO) 

T  (2) 

1 

L(6) 

TO  00) 

NORWAY  RAT 

HOUSE  MOUSE 

AMERICAN  PORCUPINE 

COYOTE 

WOLF 

1 

6 

5 

TO) 

T(2) 

DO) 

4 

T(1) 

3 

18 

T(1) 

T(3) 

6 

2 

1 

RED  FOX 

SWIFT  FOX 

RACCOON 

FISHER 

ERMINE 

+ 

+ 

3 

T(1) 

1 

T(1) 

T(1) 

1 

2 

LONG-TAILED  WEASEL 

LEAST  WEASEL 

WEASEL  species 

AMERICAN  MINK 

AMERICAN  BADGER 

TO) 

T(1) 

T(1) 

T(1) 

d(1) 

TO) 

T(2) 

1 

T 

STRIPED  SKUNK 

RIVER  OTTER 

FERAL  CAT 

MULE  DEER 

WHITE-TAILED  DEER 

13 

30 

42 

48 

T(51) 

70 

16 

TO) 

T(1 6) 

78 

91 

TOO) 

2 

1 

96 

DEER  species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN  ELK 

PRONGHORN 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

T(1) 

T(7) 

16 

6 

T(2) 

15 

10 

4 

8 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 

3 

34 

10 

48 
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Table  1-4.  SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS  MAMMAL  COUNTS 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

37.  KELVINGTON 

26  Dec.  1993 

38.  KENASTON 

19  Dec.  1993 

39.  KILWINNING 

18  Dec.  1993 

40.  KINDERSLEY 

30  Dec.  1993 

41.  KINLOCH 

31  Dec.  1993 

42.  KUTAWAGAN 

29  Dec.  1993 

43.  KYLE-SASK.  LANDING 

26  Dec.  1993 

44.  LARONGE 

27  Dec.  1993 

45.  LAST  MTN.  L.  NWA 

26  Dec.  1993 

46.  LEADER  (NORTH) 

30  Dec.  1993 

47.  LEADER  (SOUTH) 

01  Jan.  1994 

48.  LIVELONG 

29  Dec.  1993 

MASKED  SHREW 

SHREW  species 

EASTERN  COTTONTAIL 

NUTTALL'S  COTTONTAIL 
COTTONTAIL  species 

T(1) 

SNOWSHOE  HARE 

WHITE-TAILED  JACK  RABBIT 

GREY  SQUIRREL 

FOX  SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN  RED  SQUIRREL 

T(  1 6) 
T  (2) 

T 

T 

+ 

T(7) 

T(3) 

T(6) 

T(3) 

3 

NORTHERN  FLYING  SQUIRREL 
SQUIRREL  species 

NORTHERN  POCKET  GOPHER 

AMERICAN  BEAVER 

DEER  MOUSE 

L(1) 

T(7) 

GAPPER'S  RED-BACKED  VOLE 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW  VOLE 

VOLE  species 

MOUSE  species 

L(3) 

T  (3) 

T(8) 

T  (2) 

L(27) 

T(1) 

6 

2 

NORWAY  RAT 

HOUSE  MOUSE 

AMERICAN  PORCUPINE 

COYOTE 

WOLF 

T(2) 

T(2) 

+ 

T 

T 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

RED  FOX 

SWIFT  FOX 

RACCOON 

FISHER 

ERMINE 

T(2) 

T 

+ 

1 

T  (4) 

T  (2) 

T(1) 

LONG-TAILED  WEASEL 

LEAST  WEASEL 

WEASEL  species 

AMERICAN  MINK 

AMERICAN  BADGER 

T  (2) 

T 

T(3) 

T(1) 

STRIPED  SKUNK 

RIVER  OTTER 

FERAL  CAT 

MULE  DEER 

WHITE-TAILED  DEER 

T  (20) 

T 

T 

+ 

3 

7 

2 

8 

T  (3) 

2 

10 

8 

18 

DEER  species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN  ELK 

PRONGHORN 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

11 

8 

0 

3 

0 

9 

2 

5 

9 

6 

3 

0 
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Table  1-5.  SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS  MAMMAL  COUNTS 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

49.  LOON  LAKE. 

18  Dec.  1993 

50.  LOVE-TORCH  RIVER 

29  Dec.  1993 

51.  LUSELAND 

03  Jan.  1994 

52.  MACDOWALL 

02  Jan.  1994 

53.  MARSDEN 

26  Dec.  1993 

54.  MEADOW  LAKE  (NW) 

01  Jan.  1994 

55.  MEADOW  L.  (TOWN) 

26  Dec.  1993 

56.  MELFORT 

26  Dec.  1993 

57.  MELVILLE 

25  Dec.  1993 

58.  MISSINIPE 

02  Dec.  1993 

59.  MOOSE  JAW 

26  Dec.  1993 

60.  MOOSE  MOUNTAIN 

17  Dec.  1993 

MASKED  SHREW 

SHREW  species 

EASTERN  COTTONTAIL 

NUTTALL'S  COTTONTAIL 
COTTONTAIL  species 

1 

SNOWSHOE  HARE 

WHITE-TAILED  JACK  RABBIT 

GREY  SQUIRREL 

FOX  SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN  RED  SQUIRREL 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

T 

T 

2 

1 

3 

4 

NORTHERN  FLYING  SQUIRREL 
SQUIRREL  species 

NORTHERN  POCKET  GOPHER 

AMERICAN  BEAVER 

DEER  MOUSE 

GAPPER'S  RED-BACKED  VOLE 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW  VOLE 

VOLE  species 

MOUSE  species 

1 

+ 

NORWAY  RAT 

HOUSE  MOUSE 

AMERICAN  PORCUPINE 

COYOTE 

WOLF 

+ 

+ 

7 

+ 

1 

RED  FOX 

SWIFT  FOX 

RACCOON 

FISHER 

ERMINE 

+ 

+ 

1 

LONG-TAILED  WEASEL 

LEAST  WEASEL 

WEASEL  species 

AMERICAN  MINK 

AMERICAN  BADGER 

+ 

+ 

STRIPED  SKUNK 

RIVER  OTTER 

FERAL  CAT 

MULE  DEER 

WHITE-TAILED  DEER 

3 

12 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1 

T 

T 

3 

20 

21 

DEER  species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN  ELK 

PRONGHORN 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

4 

+ 

+ 

9 

4 

+ 

7 

T 

5 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

3 

3 
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Table  1-6.  SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS  MAMMAL  COUNTS 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

61.  NICOLLE  FLATS 

28  Dec.  1993 

62.  NIPAWIN 

02  Jan.  1994 

63.  PIKE  LAKE 

02  Jan.  1994 

64.  PR.  ALBERT  (NE) 

03  Jan.  1994 

65.  PR.  ALBERT  (CITY) 

30  Dec.  1993 

66.  PR.  ALBERT  N.P. 

19  Dec.  1993 

67.  QU'APPELLE  VAL.  D. 

19  Dec.  1993 

68.  RAYMORE 

25  Dec.  1993 

69.  REGINA 

26  Dec.  1993 

70.  ROCKGLEN 

01  Jan.  1994 

71.  ROSE  VALLEY 

26  Dec.  1993 

72.  SASK.  LANDING  P.P. 

20  Dec.  1993 

MASKED  SHREW 

SHREW  species 

EASTERN  COTTONTAIL 

NUTTALL'S  COTTONTAIL 
COTTONTAIL  species 

1 

1 

1 

T(3) 

1 

SNOWSHOE  HARE 

WHITE-TAILED  JACK  RABBIT 

GREY  SQUIRREL 

FOX  SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN  RED  SQUIRREL 

T(1 1+) 
T(1) 

T(20) 

9 

7 

2 

T(1) 

1 

T(4) 

2 

4 

2 

NORTHERN  FLYING  SQUIRREL 
SQUIRREL  species 

NORTHERN  POCKET  GOPHER 

AMERICAN  BEAVER 

DEER  MOUSE 

T(2) 

d(1) 

3 

LO) 

GAPPER'S  RED-BACKED  VOLE 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW  VOLE 

VOLE  species 

MOUSE  species 

T(1) 

T(2) 

T  (3) 

1 

4 

T  (2) 

NORWAY  RAT 

HOUSE  MOUSE 

AMERICAN  PORCUPINE 

COYOTE 

WOLF 

1 

1 

3 

T 

T 

2 

4 

T(1) 

2 

+ 

RED  FOX 

SWIFT  FOX 

RACCOON 

FISHER 

ERMINE 

+ 

2 

1 

T(3) 

3 

+ 

DO) 

+ 

LONG-TAILED  WEASEL 

LEAST  WEASEL 

WEASEL  species 

AMERICAN  MINK 

AMERICAN  BADGER 

T(1) 

T  (2) 

T(1) 

STRIPED  SKUNK 

RIVER  OTTER 

FERAL  CAT 

MULE  DEER 

WHITE-TAILED  DEER 

5 

T  (30) 

3 

2 

4 

10 

10 

S(1) 

3 

9 

+ 

7 

50 

DEER  species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN  ELK 

PRONGHORN 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

2 

0 

6 

1 

0 

T(  1 9) 
T  (3) 
47 

12 

7 

18 

8 

5 

1 

+ 

1  , 

6 
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Table  1-7.  SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS  MAMMAL  COUNTS 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

73.  SASKATOON 

26  Dec.  1993 

74.  SCOTT 

29  Dec.  1993 

75.  SKULL  CREEK 

26  Dec.  1993 

76.  SNOWDEN 

27  Dec.  1993 

77.  SPALDING 

30  Dec.  1993 

78.  SPINNEY  HILL 

31  Dec.  1993 

79.  SPRING  VALLEY 

02  Jan.  1994 

80.  SPRUCE  HOME 

01  Jan.  1994 

81.  SQUAW  RAPIDS 

22  Dec.  1993 

82.  SWIFT  CURRENT 

19  Dec.  1993 

83.  TURTLE  LAKE  (1) 

01  Jan.  1994 

84.  TURTLE  LAKE  (2) 

25  Dec.  1993 

MASKED  SHREW 

SHREW  species 

T 

T  (4) 

EASTERN  COTTONTAIL 

T 

NUTTALL'S  COTTONTAIL 

6 

1 

COTTONTAIL  species 

T(3) 

SNOWSHOE  HARE 

2 

3 

T(6) 

T 

T 

T(5) 

WHITE-TAILED  JACK  RABBIT 

T(2) 

1 

T 

T 

GREY  SQUIRREL 

FOX  SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN  RED  SQUIRREL 

4 

3 

1 

7 

2 

NORTHERN  FLYING  SQUIRREL 

SQUIRREL  species 

NORTHERN  POCKET  GOPHER 

AMERICAN  BEAVER 

L(2) 

DEER  MOUSE 

5 

GAPPER  S  RED-BACKED  VOLE 

MUSKRAT 

D(3) 

MEADOW  VOLE 

14 

VOLE  species 

T 

MOUSE  species 

T 

T(20) 

2 

T  (2) 

NORWAY  RAT 

T(2) 

HOUSE  MOUSE 

AMERICAN  PORCUPINE 

+ 

T 

1 

COYOTE 

2 

1 

12 

T(1) 

1 

1 

T(2) 

5 

2 

WOLF 

T  (7) 

RED  FOX 

1 

T(1) 

T 

TO) 

T 

1 

2 

1 

SWIFT  FOX 

RACCOON 

T 

FISHER 

ERMINE 

TO) 

LONG-TAILED  WEASEL 

2 

2 

1 

LEAST  WEASEL 

WEASEL  species 

1 

T(3) 

T(2) 

AMERICAN  MINK 

T 

1 

AMERICAN  BADGER 

d(1) 

T 

1 

STRIPED  SKUNK 

S(1) 

RIVER  OTTER 

FERAL  CAT 

MULE  DEER 

+ 

T 

4 

23 

WHITE-TAILED  DEER 

14 

T  (5) 

83 

T  (8) 

T 

1 

T  (2) 

31 

5 

DEER  species 

T 

2 

T  (2) 

MOOSE 

+ 

TO) 

AMERICAN  ELK 

5 

T  (7) 

PRONGHORN 

60 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

10 

5 

17 

9 

5 

8 

6 

0 

15 

8 

4 

0 
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Table  1-8.  SASKATCHEWAN  CHRISTMAS  MAMMAL  COUNTS 


LOCATION  AND  DATE 

SPECIES 

85.  VAL  MARIE 

22  Dec.  1993 

86.  WEYBURN 

18  Dec.  1993 

87.  WHITE  BEAR 

20  Dec.  1993 

88.  WHITEWOOD 

30  Dec.  1993 

89.  YORKTON 

29  Dec.  1993 

TOTAL  COUNTS 

MASKED  SHREW 

2 

SHREW  species 

T  (5) 

10 

EASTERN  COTTONTAIL 

1 

NUTTALL'S  COTTONTAIL 

3 

+ 

10 

COTTONTAIL  species 

1 

SNOWSHOE  HARE 

3 

28 

WHITE-TAILED  JACK  RABBIT 

2 

+ 

38 

GREY  SQUIRREL 

1 

FOX  SQUIRREL 

1 

AMERICAN  RED  SQUIRREL 

2 

32 

NORTHERN  FLYING  SQUIRREL 

1 

SQUIRREL  species 

1 

NORTHERN  POCKET  GOPHER 

2 

AMERICAN  BEAVER 

7 

DEER  MOUSE 

6 

GAPPER’S  RED-BACKED  VOLE 

3 

MUSKRAT 

9 

MEADOW  VOLE 

9 

VOLE  species 

6 

MOUSE  species 

T  (4) 

23 

NORWAY  RAT 

3 

HOUSE  MOUSE 

2 

AMERICAN  PORCUPINE 

T(1) 

23 

COYOTE 

12 

1 

1 

44 

WOLF 

6 

RED  FOX 

T  (3) 

+ 

1 

44 

SWIFT  FOX 

T(1) 

3 

RACCOON 

3 

FISHER 

1 

ERMINE 

+ 

8 

LONG-TAILED  WEASEL 

13 

LEAST  WEASEL 

1 

WEASEL  species 

T(1) 

15 

AMERICAN  MINK 

8 

AMERICAN  BADGER 

+ 

10 

STRIPED  SKUNK 

6 

RIVER  OTTER 

3 

FERAL  CAT 

1 

MULE  DEER 

5 

3 

180 

28 

WHITE-TAILED  DEER 

49 

2 

22 

64 

DEER  species 

TOO) 

8 

MOOSE 

9 

AMERICAN  ELK 

10 

PRONGHORN 

44 

3 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

7 

9 

6 

5 

0 
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POETRY 


I  AM  DEER 

my  eyes  are  large 
to  see  the  archer’s  shadow  fly 
fingers  to  brain  twanging 
with  hollow  ears 
might  even  hear  the  clink 
of  laughing  beer  and  digestive 
sloshing 

on  the  run,  the  run,  the  run 

your  scientific  steel 
has  sliced  my  eyeball 
pealed  back  the  lid 
as  if  it  were  a  coffin 


carefully 

sorting  through  the  files 
of  trees,  of  streams,  of  moons 
i have  touched 

darkness  closing 

round  and  round 

i  bed  so  slowly  on  the  asters 

crumpling 

legs  spread  wide 

for  skinning. 

-  By  Peter  Jonker,  Extension  Division, 
University  of  Saskatchewan,  Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan.  S7N  0W0 


Mule  Deer  Wayne  Lynch 
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IN  MEMORIAM 


WALDEMIR  YANCHINSKI 


MARGARET  BELCHER,  Box  7,  Dilke,  Saskatchewan.  SOG  ICO 


Waldemir  Yanchinski  became  the 
seventh  president  of  the  Saskatche¬ 
wan  Natural  History  Society  when  he 
was  elected  to  that  office  for  the  year 
1955-56.  He  had  been  a  director 
since  the  organization  of  the  Society 
in  1949.  At  that  time,  Yanchinski 
lived  in  Naicam,  where  he  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  a  leader  in  his 
community;  as  well,  he  was  an  ar¬ 
dent  conservationist,  naturalist  and 
nature  photographer.  For  years  he 
had  been  an  enthusiastic  supporter 
of  The  Blue  Jay,  contributing  to  it 
from  the  beginning  when  it  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Yorkton  Natural  History 
Society.  His  first  message  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Provincial  Society  con¬ 
cerned  The  Blue  Jay.  “Nature  is  a 
subject  that  has  universal  appeal 
and  conservation  is  something  eve¬ 
ryone  talks  about,”  he  said.  “The 
SNHS  and  The  Blue  Jay  give  every¬ 
body  a  chance  to  do  something 
about  it.” 

Waldemir  Yanchinski  was  born  20 
December  1907  in  the  Ukraine.  In 
1910  he  came  with  his  mother  to  the 
Preeceville  area  of  Saskatchewan 
where  his  father  had  gone  earlier  to 
file  a  homestead.  Their  house  on  the 
homestead  was  the  typical  one-room 
shack,  built  of  logs  with  a  roof  of 
prairie  sod.  Yanchinski  remembered 
fondly  those  days  when,  in  spite  of 
the  hard  life  on  the  homestead,  they 
always  seemed  to  have  adequate 
food  and  clothing;  they  lived  off  the 
farm  instead  of  out  of  the  grocery 
store.  In  1927,  the  Yanchinskis 


moved  to  better  land  in  the  Naicam 
district. 

During  the  Depression,  Yanchinski 
taught  school  and  also  managed  to 
get  his  B.A.  from  the  University  of 
Manitoba.  Then,  in  1941,  upon  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  took  over  the 
family  farm.  Retiring  from  farming  in 
1977,  he  moved  into  the  town  of  Nai¬ 
cam.  He  died  8  November  1993, 
predeceased  by  his  parents,  brother 
and  sister. 

Yanchinski’s  love  of  nature  and 
accompanying  conservation  ethic 
were  deeply  rooted  in  his  early  child¬ 
hood  experiences.  When  The  Blue 
Jay  published  its  tenth  anniversary 
issue  in  1952,  Yanchinski  looked 
back  on  his  childhood: 

“When  I  was  a  young  lad  it  was 
part  of  my  daily  chores,  during  the 
summer,  to  bring  the  cows  in  from 
the  open  range  for  the  evening  milk¬ 
ing.  Often  it  involved  tedious  wan¬ 
dering  through  miles  of  wilderness, 
but  what  made  a  lasting  impression 
on  my  mind  were  the  seemingly  end¬ 
less  chains  of  sloughs  and  streams 
that  stretched  from  horizon  to  hori¬ 
zon,  and  the  variety  and  multitude  of 
wildlife  in  their  vicinity.” 

He  lamented  that  “hardly  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  later,  the 
landscape  is  barely  recognizable; 
the  sloughs  ...  have  all  but  disap¬ 
peared  and  with  them  the  wild  things 
that  flourished  there.”  This  should  be 
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of  deep  concern,  he  felt,  to  every  citi¬ 
zen,  but  especially  to  such  groups  as 
the  Natural  History  Societies. 

As  President  of  the  Saskatchewan 
Natural  History  Society,  Yanchinski 
did  not  spare  himself.  He  came 
down  regularly  from  Naicam  to  the 
executive  meetings,  all  held  in  Re¬ 
gina.  We  must  have  been  rather 
crowded  in  my  faculty  office  at  Re¬ 
gina  College  where  we  met,  because 
there  was  usually  a  good  turnout  of 


Regina  members.  Almost  20  years 
later,  Yanchinski  invited  the  Society 
to  Naicam  for  its  annual  summer 
meet,  held  13-15  June  1975.  The 
program  theme  of  this  enjoyable 
meeting  was  “Agriculture  and  Na¬ 
ture.”  As  host,  Yanchinski  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  Ron  Jensen,  one  of  the 
young  people  who  had  learned  to 
appreciate  nature  on  outings  with 
him.  Today,  after  the  death  of  their 
mentor,  these  people  are  carrying 
his  message  to  their  public. 


Storm  at  Kronau 


Fred  Lahrman 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  ALVENA  SCHNELL, 
MONDAY,  26  OCTOBER  1992 

J.  FRANK  ROY,  650  Costigan  Way,  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan.  S7J  3R2 


Alvena’s  family  asked  me  to  say  a 
few  words  on  behalf  of  her  close 
friends  and  associates  in  the  Sas¬ 
katchewan  and  Saskatoon  Natural 
History  Societies,  and,  in  particular, 
the  Golden  Eagles,  a  group  of  sen¬ 
iors  within  the  local  society  with 
whom  she  shared  her  love  of  nature. 
When  she  was  with  the  Eagles, 
whose  weekly  outings  take  them  all 
around  the  Saskatoon  area  and 
across  much  of  Saskatchewan, 
Alvena  was  happy.  She  had  found  a 
compatible  group,  not  only  interested 
in  birds  and  flowers  and  all  life  out¬ 
doors,  but  people  who  loved  fun  and 
good  conversation,  and  frequent  cof¬ 
fee  stops;  and,  among  them,  she 
found  other  devotees  of  music,  lit¬ 
erature,  and  the  CBC. 

Apart  from  a  rather  specialized  in¬ 
terest  in  botany,  Alvena  was  a  gen¬ 
eralist.  She  knew  a  little  about 
almost  everything,  but  didn’t  worry  if 
she  couldn’t  identify  a  particular 
sparrow  with  absolute  certainty;  “I’ll 
leave  that  to  the  experts,”  she’d  say 
with  a  chuckle.  What  mattered  to 
Alvena  was  the  close  look:  she  loved 
colour  and  form  and  scent.  I  have  a 
lovely  photograph  of  her  and  Paul 
Coutu,  squatting  on  the  ground  to¬ 
gether,  bent  over,  looking  at  an  ant 
(or  was  it  a  grain  of  sand?)  with  in¬ 
verted  binoculars  (they  magnify  that 
way,  you  know). 

Alvena  was  a  veteran  attender  of 
conferences,  summer  meets  and  an¬ 
nual  meetings.  She  was  proud  of  the 
fact  that  she  had  missed  only  two  of 


the  21  Canadian  Nature  Federation 
Conferences,  held  every  year  in  a 
different  province.  She  attended  the 
conference  in  1992  in  Quebec  City; 
four  years  ago  she  was  interviewed 
and  photographed  by  the  local  press 
in  Yellowknife,  where  she  was  the 
oldest  delegate  in  attendance  (and 
held  that  honour  in  each  year  follow¬ 
ing).  Just  a  few  days  before  her 
death  she  attended  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Saskatchewan  Natural 
History  Society  in  Yorkton.  Spartan 
in  her  personal  living,  she  was  as 
generous  as  she  could  be  in  her 
support  of  organizations  and  institu¬ 
tions  in  which  she  believed,  among 
them  Grace-Westminster  United 
Church,  the  Saskatoon  Symphony, 
the  University  of  Saskatchewan,  the 
Mendel  Art  Gallery,  and  the  Mee- 
wasin  Valley  Authority  where  she 
had  recently  become  a  “Friend  of  the 
Valley.” 

As  Muriel  Bremner  said  to  me  in 
conversation,  Alvena  was  unique: 
tiny,  seemingly  frail,  but  tough  as  a 
Mexican  carrot  as  my  father  used  to 
say,  unorthodox  in  some  ways,  self- 
effacing,  witty,  determined  (she  re¬ 
mained  deaf  to  our  suggestions  that 
she  should  wear  warmer  clothes  on 
our  winter  outings),  she  loved  and 
was  loved.  An  inveterate  storyteller, 
she  needed  time  because  she  never 
omitted  a  detail  and  she  qualified 
nearly  every  assertion  she  made. 
And  yet,  that  same  lady  was  mis¬ 
tress  of  quick  retort,  often  a  poetic  or 
Biblical  quotation  that  really  hit 
home. 
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On  a  personal  note,  Alvena  and  I 
often  shared  our  interests  in  litera¬ 
ture,  art  and  music.  Like  most  of  the 
people  of  her  generation  and  for  a 
couple  of  generations  after,  we  had 
been  nurtured  on  Shakespeare  and 
the  great  British  poets.  I’d  like  to 
conclude  with  a  little  poem  that 
Alvena  knew  and  which,  I  think,  tells 
us  something  about  her  attitude  to 
life: 

“Leisure”  by  W.  H.  Davies. 

What  is  this  life,  full  of  care, 

We  have  no  time  to  stand  and  stare. 

No  time  to  stand  beneath  the  boughs 
And  stare  as  long  as  sheep  or  cows. 


No  time  to  see,  when  woods  we 
pass, 

Where  squirrels  hide  their  nuts  in 
grass. 

No  time  to  see,  in  broad  daylight. 

Streams  full  of  stars,  like  skies  at 
night. 

No  time  to  turn  at  Beauty’s  glance, 

And  watch  her  feet,  how  they  can 
dance. 

No  time  to  wait  till  her  mouth  can 

Enrich  that  smile  her  eyes  began. 

A  poor  life  this  if,  full  of  care, 

We  have  not  time  to  stand  and  stare. 

Alvena  took  the  time. 


Frank  A.  Switzer 


Prairie  Crocus  (Anemone  patens) 
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EDITORIAL 


How  the  Blue  Jay  is  Produced 

As  editor  of  the  Blue  Jay,  my  work 
currently  consists  of  the  following: 

-  acknowledging  article  submissions; 

-  soliciting  articles  from  Nature  Sas¬ 
katchewan  members  and  the  sci¬ 
entific  community; 

-  rejecting  unacceptable  pieces  of 
writing; 

-  entering  data  if  articles  are  not 
submitted  on  computer  disk; 

-  editing  articles  —  spelling,  gram¬ 
mar,  content,  length,  checking  for 
correct  format  of  references,  add¬ 
ing  commas,  deleting  commas, 
and  so  on...; 

-  sending  articles  to  associate  edi¬ 
tors  for  technical  review; 

-  entering  changes  to  articles  on 
computer; 

-  contacting  authors  about  disks, 
photos,  changes  in  their  work; 

-  deciding  in  which  issue  articles  will 
appear; 

-  deciding  on  general  layout  of 
photos; 

-  proofreading  the  draft  copy  from 
the  publisher; 

-  planning  future  format  changes  or 
overall  direction  for  Blue  Jay,  and 

-  compiling  the  annual  index  for  the 
December  issue. 

This  ends  up  to  be  no  small  amount 
of  work  for  a  volunteer  editor.  Of 
course,  others  make  important  contri¬ 
butions: 

-  authors  provide  material; 

-  associate  editors  edit  for  technical 
matters  (correct  scientific  lan¬ 
guage,  etc.); 

-  Wayne  Harris  of  Raymore  com¬ 
piles  and  summarizes  the  results 
of  the  annual  Christmas  Bird  and 
Mammal  Counts,  and  has  done  so 
for  the  past  several  years; 

-  Canadian  Plains  Research  Center 
transfers  Blue  Jay  from  Word  Per¬ 
fect  to  Ventura,  proofreads,  and 


decides  on  actual  layout  of  photos; 
and 

-  the  Nature  Saskatchewan  staff  en¬ 
sure  the  Blue  Jay  is  sent  out  to 
members,  and  also  take  care  of  re¬ 
prints,  etc. 

As  a  good  friend  of  mine  told  me 
when  I  took  over  editorship  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  Saskatchewan  journal,  “Remem¬ 
ber  to  ask  for  help.  Your  strength  is 
increased  by  every  person  working 
with  you  —  and  it  will  show  up  in  the  fi¬ 
nal  product.”  I  need  help.  Here  are 
some  ways  that  other  volunteers  can 
help: 

-  submit  articles  on  IBM  compatible 
disks  —  these  days,  almost  every¬ 
one  knows  someone  with  a  com¬ 
puter; 

-  send  in  self-addressed  stamped 
envelopes  with  your  disk  or  photo¬ 
graphs  or  slides  if  you  want  them 
returned; 

-  offer  to  help  with  data  entry;  this 
could  involve  receiving  handwritten 
manuscripts  at  your  home  and  en¬ 
tering  them  on  your  own  computer; 

-  offer  to  help  with  administration  — 
e.g.,  writing  acknowledgements 
and  returning  materials  to  authors; 
or 

-  accept  the  major  responsibility  of 
indexing  the  1994  issue. 

Please  contact  me  if  you  would  like 
to  put  some  of  your  volunteer  time  to 
helping  out  with  Blue  Jay. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  Mr.  Bernie  Gollop  of  Saskatoon 
for  his  invaluable  advice  and  assis¬ 
tance  in  editing  ornithological  papers 
for  Blue  Jay.  Bernie’s  attention  to  detail 
and  lengthy  experience  with  birds  and 
all  things  natural  made  him  an  excel¬ 
lent  resource  person  for  me.  Mr.  Ed 
Driver  will  take  Bernie’s  place  as  asso¬ 
ciate  editor,  as  Bernie  devotes  more  of 
his  time  to  publishing  a  book  for  Nature 
Saskatchewan  on  the  birds  of  Saska¬ 
toon. 


52(1).  March  1994 


59 


' 


MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  AND  GIFT  FORM 


Name . Phone 

Address . 


City /Town . Prov . Postal  Code . 

MOVING?  To  avoid  missing  any  issues  of  the  Blue  Jay,  please  write  your  old  address 
above,  and  your  new  address  below: 

Name . Phone . 

Address . 

City /Town . Prov . Postal  Code . 

Effective . 

Membership  Type  (Please  check)  (Prices  listed  in  Canadian  funds)  (GST  exempt) 


Regular  —  Canada  ($1 5) . [  ] 

Family  —  Canada  ($20) . [  ] 

Youth  —  Canada  ($8)  . [] 

Sustaining  ($30) . [  ] 

Patron  ($60) . [  ] 

Life  ($600) . [] 


Regular  —  outside  Canada  ($1 8) . [  ] 

No.  of  family  members . [  ] 

Senior  Citizen  —  Canada  ($13) . [  ] 

An  income  tax  receipt  for  Life, 

Patron,  or  Sustaining  Membership 

and  Donations  check  here . [  ] 


I  am  a  new  member  for  1 99  This  is  a  renewal  for  1 99 


I  wish  to  make  a  donation  to:  Conservation  Fund  $ . . [  ] 

Grasslands  Trust  Fund  $ . . [  ] 

Endangered  Species  Fund  $ . . [  ] 

Check  above  if  receipt  is  required. 


*  Life  membership  is  payable  at  one  time,  or  over  five  years,  or  any  shorter  period  agreed. 


*  Any  amount  over  $10  in  excess  of  the  regular  membership  of  $15  is  viewed  as  a 
donation  for  income  tax  purposes  and  a  receipt  for  the  excess  amount  will  be  mailed  if  the 
appropriate  box  is  checked  above. 

*  Bulk  subscriptions  to  schools  and  clubs  are  $15  for  the  first  subscription  and  $13  for 
each  additional  subscription  to  the  same  address  (minimum  of  five  subscriptions). 

Please  send  Blue  Jay  Gift  Subscription  to: 

Name . Phone . 

Address . 

City /Town . Prov . Postal  Code . 

[  ]  Check  here  if  you  wish  us  to  send  a  card  announcing  the  gift. 

Type  of  membership  (Please  check)  (Prices  listed  in  Canadian  funds) 

Individual  —  Canada  ($1 5) . [  ]  Individual  —  Outside  Canada  ($18) . [  ] 

Family  —  Canada  ($20) . [  ]  No.  of  family  members . [  ] 

Youth  —  Canada  ($8) . [  ]  Senior  —  Canada  ($13) . [  ] 

*Send  renewal  form  to  Nature  Saskatchewan 

Box  4348 

Regina,  Saskatchewan 
S4P  3W6 

Make  cheques  and  money  orders  payable  to  Nature  Saskatchewan. 

Your  donation  will  be  acknowledged  in  Blue  Jay  News  by  name  only.  Check  here  if  you  do 
not  wish  to  be  acknowledged.  [  ] 

*  Do  you  know  of  any  person  interested  in  natural  history  and  conservation  who  does  not 
receive  the  Blue  Jay?  Please  send  their  name  and  address  and  we  will  send  a  sample  Blue 
Jay  and  an  invitation  to  join  our  Society. 


THIS  ORGANIZATION  RECEIVES  FUNDING  FROM 


SasHatchewan 

LOTTERIES^ 


NATURE  SASKATCHEWAN 
and  BLUE  JAY  BOOKSHOP 

BOX  4348,  REGINA,  SASKATCHEWAN  S4P  3W6 
(306)  780-9273  —  In  Regina 
1-800-667-HOOT  (4668)  —  elsewhere  in 
Saskatchewan 
FAX  (306)  781-6021 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OFFICERS 

Honorary  President . Stuart  Houston . 

President . Douglas  A.  Schmeiser 


Past  President . 

First  Vice-President . 

Second  Vice-President 

Treasurer . 

Secretary . 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICE 

Executive  Director . 

Secretary . 


Membership  Secretary . 

Program  Coordinator . 

APPOINTED  DIRECTORS 


Frank  Switzer . 

Paul  James . 

Paul  Chytyk . 

Bob  Berthiaume . 

Lance  Irvine . 

Curt  Schroeder . 

Deanna  Trowsdale-Mutafov 

Margaret  Skeel . 

Elaine  Gillespie . 

Katherine  Fellner . 

Heather  Dundas . 


Blue  Jay  Bookshop . 

Blue  Jay  Editor . 

Blue  Jay  News  Editor . 

CNF  Representative . 

Conservation . 

Endangered  Species  &  Spaces.... 

Fund  Development . 

Special  Publications . 

Membership . 

Member  Initiatives . 

Tour  Director . 

Education . 

REPRESENTATIVES  AT  LARGE 


Jim  Elliott . 

J.  Lynn  Brown . 

John  Pollock . 

vacant . 

Frank  Switzer . 

Andy  Didiuk . 

Dale  Botting . 

Mary  Gilliland . 

Paul  Chytyk/Paul  James 

Kathleen  Donauer . 

Stanley  Shadick . 

Melanie  Elliott . 


Alan  Appleby . 

Lawrence  Baschak . 

Phyliss  Bordass . 

Kathleen  Donauer . 

Jim  Duncan . 

Jim  Elliott . 

Melanie  Elliott . 

Brian  Irving . 

Ron  Jensen . 

Christine  Pike . 

Randy  Schmidt . 

Frank  Scott . 

PRESIDENTS  OF  LOCAL  SOCIETIES 


Fort  Qu’Appelle 

Hudson  Bay . 

Indian  Head . 

Melfort . 

Moose  Jaw . 

Prince  Albert.... 

Regina . 

Saskatoon . 

Weyburn . 

Yorkton . 


Ronald  Hooper .. 

Moe  Alain . 

John  Kort . 

Phil  Curry . 

Al  Gurnsey . 

Carman  Dodge . 
Donna  Barclay ... 

Garth  Nelson . 

Keith  Sakatch  .... 
Warren  Hjertaas 


863  University  Dr.,  Saskatoon  S7N  0J8 
....  College  of  Law,  Sub  P.O.  6,  U.  of  S., 

. Saskatoon  S7N  0W0 

.1301  Shannon  Road,  Regina  S4S  5K9 
..General  Delivery,  Pilot  Butte  S0G  3Z0 

. 2-2022  Lome  St.,  Regina  S4P  2M3 

. 11  Mowat  Place,  Regina  S4R  3W3 

. 85-3rd  Ave.  N„  Yorkton  S3N  1C2 

. 57  Malone  Cres.,  Regina  S4S  5J4 

...  231  Hastings  Cres.,  Regina  S4T  7N8 
.36  Emerald  Park  Rd.,  Regina  S4S  4X5 

. 4326  Pasqua  St.,  Regina  S4S  6M6 

. 2504  Argyle  St.,  Regina  S4S  0J2 

. 48  Wesley  Rd.,  Regina  S4S  5P4 

. 2258  Rae  St.,  Regina  S4T  2E9 

....  209-27th  St.  W.,  Saskatoon  S7L  0J4 
. Box  353,  Whitewood  S0G  5C0 


. 1301  Shannon  Rd.,  Regina  S4S  5K9 

. 314  Egbert  Ave.,  Saskatoon  S7N  1X2 

. 950-1783  Hamilton  St.,  Regina  S4P  2B6 

. 902  University  Dr.,  Saskatoon  S7N  OKI 

. 1 1  Mowat  Place,  Regina  S4R  3W3 

304-1008  Temperance  St.,  Saskatoon  S7N  0N6 
. 4-103  Powe  St.,  Saskatoon  S7N  1W5 

.  3070  Athol  St.,  Regina  S4S  1Y6 

. 1 31 1  -1 5  St.  E.,  Saskatoon  S7N  0R8 

. Box  313,  Fort  Qu’Appelle  S0G  1  SO 

. 1 1  Mowat  Place,  Regina  S4R  3W3 

. Gen.  Del.,  Craven  S0G  0W0 

. 2258  Rae  St.,  Regina  S4T  2E9 

. 4-103  Powe  St.,  Saskatoon  S7N  1 W5 

. Box  727,  Kelvington  S0A  1W0 

. 849-1 0th  Ave.,  Swift  Current  S9H  2T4 

. Box  1 1 7,  Waseca  SOM  3A0 

. 518  Wathaman  Cres.,  Saskatoon  S7K  4P9 

. R.R.  3,  Saskatoon  S7K  3J6 

. Box  757  S0G  ISO 

. Box  632  S0E  0Y0 

. Box  1202  S0G  2K0 

. Box  1115  S0E  1 A0 

. 1007  Laurier  St.  S6H  2W6 

. Box  285  S6V  5R5 

. 3021  Argyle  Rd.  S4S  2B3 

. 529  Dalhousie  S7H  3S5 

. 140  Ash  Dr.  S4H  0S2 

. 510  Circlebrooke  Dr.  S3N  2Y3 
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